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with the cessation of that maintenance at
about the end of Iecember, Mine experts
have approved an expenditure of £28,000 to
place that mine on a production basis. With
only 10,000 on hand the balanece must be got
from somewhere. As the mine has depleted
ore reserves, and its machinery is in need
of repair, a call on shares would he out of
the question. The only means of getting
finanee is from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, under its maintenange scheme, or a
scheme of rehabilitation for the mining in-
dustry, The £28,000,covers a great amount
of developmental work besides maintenance,
as with the ore reserves down to a minimum
it is obvious that there must he an extensive
developmental poliey before the mine ean
be pnt into a position to produce. If the
mine is to open, as it probably will do, on
the £10,000 in hanod, this money will quickly
dwindle and the mine will be in such a posi-
tion that unless further finance is made
available by the Commonwealth Government,
it will have to he closed. This mine has
employed an average of 80 men and up to
100 in the peak period, and the loss of em-
ployment to them will he very serious in-
deed. This is only one of many mines af-
fected in a similar way. T urge the Gov-
ernment to approach the Commonwealth
carly. I know that the matter is receiving
consideration, but there is need for immed-
iate action, If the dire necessity of the in-
dustry weve represented to the Common-
wealth without further delay, I believe that
a favourable response would he received.

Progress reported.
House gqdjourned at 11.12 p.m.
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QUESTIONS.

JETTIES.
Ag to Departmental Expenditure,

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT asked the Chie
Secretary: What amounts have been spen
since 1935, by the Harbour and Light D
partment on the following jetties:—(a
Coode-street, (b) Mends-street, (e) MM;
Point, () Como, (e} Applecross, (f) Poil
Walter, (g} Bicton, (h) Mosman, (i
Keane’s Point, {j) Claremont, (k) Ne
lands, and (1) Cotfesloe?

The MONORARY MINISTER (for tl
Chief Seeretary) veplied: {a) Coode-strec
£1,521 5s. Gd.; {b) Mends-street, £332 16
d.: (¢} Mill Point, £9 1s, 8d.; {d) Com
£4 12s; (e) Appleeress, nil; (f) Pol
Walter, £164 1l1s. 9d.; (g) Bicton, leasc
to Melville Road Board (no cxpenditure)
{h) Mosman, £162; (i) Keane's Poin
£200; (j) Claremont, £3 7s, 2d.; (k} Nes
lands, £2,738 1ds. 1d.: (1) Cotticsloe, not
Government jetty. This expresses actu
outlay on these jetties. Minor expens
have been charged to Maintenance of Jetti
Authority.

GOLDMIXNING INDUSTRY.

As to Discharge of Key Men by Services

Hon, W. R. HALL nsked the Chief Se
retary: Owing to the tact that there is
very considerable number of unemployed c
the Goldfields, and the number is increasin
weekly, and that the mining industry, ge
erally, is relied upon to absorb a large nun
her of discharged servicemen, will the Sta
Government press upon the Commomweall
Government the urgent necessity of speedin
up the discharge of key men, so as to enab
the industry, especially on the Goldfields, |
met back to its pre-war production with tt
least possible delny?

The HONXORARY MINISTER (for tt
Chicf Secretary) repliced:

Towards the end of the war, the Stal
Government directly approached the Prin
Minister for release of men and machiner
Ag a result, it was agreed fo release me
listed by the industry as key men and a
tion in this regard has been instituted Y
the Manpower authorities, one of whom r

cently visited Kalgoorlie to explain whe

was being done. Some of the men are sti
absent from Anmstralia and delay in tho:
cases is unavoidahle, The State Governmer
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is in constant toueh with the Manpower
authorities on the subject and is doing
everything possible to accelerate discharge.

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING,
1, State Electricity Commission,
Returned to the Assembly with amend-
ments. '
2, Finaneial Emergency Act Amendment.
3, Publie Service Appeal Board Act
Amendment.
Passed.

BILL—BUILDING OPERATIONS AND
BUILDING MATERIALS CONTROL.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 28th Novem-
ber.

HON. A THOMSON (Sounth-East)
[4.41]: I think all members will agree that
some measure of control of Duilding

materials is neeessary. It was interesting-

to read in Tuesday’s paper the reply that
Mr. Dedman sent to a letter which was
addressed to bim by the Western Austra-
lian Federal members dealing with the Com-
monswealth Reeonstruction Training Scheme
and allied matters. It seems that the Com-
monwealth Government at long last realises
that, when jt ecomes to the actual manage-
ment of affairs, the State Government ean
control its affairg very much more efficient-
ly than ihese can be controlled by Canberra,
to which place every question must be re-
ferred for decision by Commonwealth Gov-
ernment officials. It seems to me that Mr.
Dedman was passing the huek to the State
Parliament. I guote Senator Collett’s: com-
ments dealing with what I might term the
evasive reply which the Western Australian
Federal members received from Mr. Ded-
man. The comments are as follows:—

Commenting on the Minister’s reply, Senn-
tor Collett stated yesterday: ‘‘A RMinistry of
Post-War Reconstruction does, by its title,
postulate the possession of a creative impulse
ag well aa the urge for co-ordinated co-opera-
tion with related Minidtries, Viewed from this
angle Mr, Dedman’s reply to the joint letter
sent by the Federal members from this State
i3 hard to comprehend.

¢4Readily he sheds the respongibility for
the smooth and efficient working of the re-
habilitation schemes in favour of other Minis-
ters, who in their turn may claim as a reason
for lack of progress that ‘they are awaiting
Federal decisions or directions,

[COUNCIL.]

“‘On the impasse that has arisen here in
conneetion with trainees and apprentices, Mr.
Dedman utters no further word. With the
evermounting numbers of discharged men tne
gravity of the situation must inecrease, and
even when materials are available and post-
tione open there will be a lack of trained
personnel to work and fill them. ‘Jobs for
all,” but when? Mr., Dedman’s half-promise
to visit Weatern Australia in two months offers
cold comfert to those concerned.’’

The econtrol of building operations and
building materials, which has now been
graciously handed back to the State I am
strongly in favour of, becanse I consider
the State will be better able to deal with
this problem than Canberra, I desire to
comment briefly on what Senator Collett
said with respeet to trainees and appren-
tices, because that matter is bound up with
the measure we have before us. If mem-
bers will east their minds back to the con-
clusion of the previous war,-they will recall
that a very excellent system was intro-
duced whereby men were trained to become
tradesmen by various contractors and em-
ployers throughout Australia. Admittedly,
that system is being continued, but un-
fortunately with restrietions, which did not
apply during the period to which I refer. 1
know that many firms, including my own,
in country distriets, have trained men to be-
come artisans and tradesmen. A percentage
of the wagé was paid; but the eonditions
now heing imposed by the unions on the
training of these youths to my mind are
not very helpful, especially when one con-
siders that many of these youths enlisted
in the Forees at the age of 18 or 19 and
have spent five or six years of their lives
in defending our ecountry. To ask such
voung men on their return to serve the full
period of apprenticeship before they ean
be considered to be tradesmen is, to my
mind. utterly fallacious, indeed wrong.

What better example ean we have of
training men and boys than that exhibited
by what is known =as ‘‘Boys’ Town’'?
TUnder the direetion of one or two men, the
boys at that school construeted all the
necessary school and other buildings in a
most tradesmanlike and worthy manner.
The buildings are a credit to the boys and
to those who supervised them. I say, In
all earnestness, that similar conditions ean
and shounld apply to all cur men who have
served in the Forces and have now returned
and are desirous of learning one trade or
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another. It appears, however, that the re-
strictions and the agreement which has
been compulsorily entered into so far as
the unions are concerned will, instead of
overcoming the manpower shortage, actually
sceentuate it and will make it more diffi-
enlt to enable men and women who af pre-
sent are  suffering  great  incon-
venienee to seeure a home. It is im-
poasible for them to get accommodation.
It behoves those in authority to give this
phase serious consideration as a means by
which we can overcome not only the housing
problem but also the shortage of production
of the many things required in the erection
of homes,

I have put on the notice paper several
amendments to which I hope members will
agree. I support the second reading of the
Bill, but T think that in some ways it is
restrietive. If seems to me that thizs Govern-
ment, like all Governments, is most anxious
to get nbsolute control over everything that
it can. The Bill means that all the matevials
required in the erection and construction of
buildings will have to go through the Work-
crs’ Homes Board which, in my opinion, is

already over-burdened. I admit frankly
" that it is doing excellent work, but what we
reguire is not 8o much contracts for big men
as to gel more small builders, By doing
that we would be able to see a little more
daylight. They would assist not only in the
erection of the homes but also in training
the men, The average man whe is willing
to learn could start with a tradesman and be
so trained as to be able, within a short space
of time, to be termed at least a moderate
tradesman.

We have hundreds of men who make ear-
pentering, painting and these varions other
Jjobs their hobby. Many of the nice-looking
homes that we see are proof of the interest
taken in them by the owners because they
do most of the repairs and odd jobs about
the place. The same thing cen apply to
our buildings. I am proposing to delete the
Workers’ Homes Board from this measure
with a view to appointing a board composed
of prople representative of those engaged
in the industry. For the information of
members I draw atterftion to the board that
I propose. It is one which conld, and wonld
be, of great assistanee to the Government
and to those who require materials. I

211

suggesl that the board, which would b
known as the Building Operations and Builc
ing Materials Control Board, shall consi:
of seven members, namely, the Prineip:
Architeet, who shall be chairman, one to &
nominated by the W.A. Institute of Arch
tects, one to be nominated by the Maste
Builders’ Association, one to be nominate
by the W.A. Builders’ Guild, one to be nom
nated by the Chamber of Manufactures, or
to be nominated by the Hardware Merchant
Association and the remaining one—and th
will be piling a little more work on to a
already overworked man—the seeretary ¢
the Workers’ Homes Board.

The appointment of such a board woul
remove the feeling of government contre
The manufacturers and the hardware me
chants arve the men supplying much of tl
material that is required for buildibgs. The
would, under my proposal, be in a positic
to give first-class advice to the board ar
incidentally would be able to expedite tl
issne of permits, I am also proposing
delete the words “deécoration, painting, e
ouring, whitewashing or papering of, ar
structure,” in paragraph (a) of the defin
tion of “Building operations.” Most mer
bers will agree that our houses are, unfo
tunately, in a very dilapidated conditio
As painting is essentia] and beeause confr
has been removed from paints it seems
me that that provision might well be exeise
from the Bill.

I am also proposing in Clause 9, dealir
with . the vestriction of building operation
where it provides that the cost of the ere
tion, alteration or demeolition upon any fa
tory premises of any structure eonsistir
solely of equipment or machinery for ti
operattons of the factory shall not exces
£100, to delete the word “one” with a vie
to inserting the word “two” so ag to mal
that figure £200. In paragraph (d) of tl
same subclanse I propose to alter the fign
of £25 to £100. This paragraph deals wi
the painting, eolouring, whitewashing
papering of a residential building, ete. Fro
my praetical knowledge £25 is an absolute
absurd figure. If it were to eover materi
only it might be all right, but I ean assu
members that with the present high cost .
painting and renovations £100 is not t
high and I hope that this Chamber will agr
to that. I am propesing to alter the figu
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of £25 to £100 in paragraph (f) and again
in subparagraph (i) of paragraph (g). It
se¢ms to me that the basis set out in Clanse
15 would entail an enormous amount of
work and I do not think that is the inten-
tion of the framers of the Bill. That elause
provides— '

A person to whom eonsent has been granted
under this Act, any architect, builder, con-
tractor or cagineer employed in any eapacity,
and any other person employed in an advisory
or supervisory capacity, in connection with the
excention of the building operation in respect
of which the consent has been granted—

(a) shall, whether or not the consent is
revoked, eomply with all eonditions
or limitations applieable to him to
which the consent is subject.

It goes on to provide in paragraph (e)—
shall make and keep proper and aceurate
books and accounts and stock and
. costing rccords, where applicable,
in relation to the building opera-
tion, and ghall preserve those books
and aceounts and stoeck and cost-
ing rccords, including all invoices,
vouchers, agreements, correspond-
ence, doeuments and copies thereof,
until their destroetion is authorised
by the Board.
I am trying to short eircuit that, and T hope
the Minister will agree. I intend to move
that the word “architect” and all the words
after “builder” be deleted. By this amend-
ment, instead of having no less than six or
seven persons keeping bhooks of account for
possibly some small building or buildings
we shall ent the work down to one man who
must keep proper and accurate books of
aceount, My suggestion will make the Aect
more workable and less cumbersome.

The PRESIDENT: I suggest to the hon.
member that these details might be left to
the Committee stage.

Hon, A. THOMSON: I know that is the
asual praeticee I have put these amend-
ments on the notice paper with a view to
nforming members of the ideas I had in
nind. The Bill provides for power of en-
ry and search. T hope that will be deleted.
[t should not be necessary to provide for
ntry upon, and the search of, premises un-
ler this legislation or for extraets being
anade from books, or for stoppiog any per-
on engaged in the carriage of any material
w search any vehiele containing any build-
ng material, That is a drastic and un-
IeCesSATY provision,

Hon. H, L. Roche: Hear, hear!

[COUNCIL.]

Hon A. THOMSON: I am net opposing
the sccond reading hecause I feel that a cer-
tain measure of control is sbsolutely neces-
sary. The amendments I bave forecast will,
I hope, be deemed by members to he accept-
ahle and helpful, and I am save that the
work of the board and those connected with
it will be simplified. In short, they should
make for the casier conirol of this legisla-
tion. I support the seecond reading.

HON. HE. 5. W. PAREKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.3]: Unlike Mr. Thomson I
regret the introduction of this Bill. I have
always understood that what we want to do
today is to get back to peaee conditions
und build homes for the people. That should
be the main and prineipal object of any
Government. We find that this Bill goes as
far as it can to prohibit the building of
homes, although it does not specifically
say that. If any man has money to
invest and desires to bulld dwelling
houses for rental purposes no sane per-
son would do other than advise him not to
invest his money -in that way. He would
have to be advised “You cannot do this be-
canse the restrictions imposed by this legis-
lation would prevent you.” The Bill pro- -
vides that before a man ean build in any
way at all he must obfain a permit for the
material, a permit for the buildiag, and per-
mits for all sorts of things. Hec would have
to get a license to buy the material or to
sell the material. Every possible restrie-
tion will be placed upon him. As was said
on the occasion of the introdunction of this
measure, it is practically a copv of a
National Security Regulation,

When those regulations were hrought in
Australis, was at war, and in a parlous
state. It had to make every effort to wage
the war. Manpower had to be taken away
from many avenues, such as those eon-
nected with the manufacture of building
materials and of everything necessary for
building purposes. We bad to stop all
building in order fo put our emergies into
the manufacture of munitions. After the
war the State Government said, “This is
an excellent idea; we are going to continue
the control; we are going to restrict build-
ing operations.” Control alwayg means res-
triction whether it is designed to be so or
not. This is not a Bill te provide that only
dwelling houses may be built. I would sup-
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port any measure that would give such
control, and, of course, eontrol over essential
repairs or the building of essential factor-
ies. Factories mnst be increased in num-
ber to provide the building materials. All
those things must grow together.

Under Government control we find that
scandalous thing in Hay-Street, a shop hav-
ing been taken over and g4 tremendous
amount of money spent on the building of
a hank. Already we have plenty of banks,
but the Government said, “We have first
preference and we will build g bank.” We
want to avoid that sort of thing under State
control. I wounld support any Bill that pro-
vided for proper control as to the, type and
size of house that should be built under
present conditions, but I would net
support any Bill that controlled the manu-
faeture, sale and disposal of building ma-
terial beeause that is already restrieted in
every sense of the word. Today if a con-
tractor wants to build a house he has to get
an order for the necessary materials, He
then tells his principal, “I am sorry we can-
not build that house beeause we cannot get
an order for the release of galvanised iron
and the other materials required.”” The con-
tractor then asks, “When are materials likely
to be available,” and he is informed, “We
understang there will be some here in a fort-
night or s0.” The materials do not arrive,
and no-one cares {wo straws whether they
do or not. No-one appears to be able to
do anything about it.

Instead of seeking this power of control
the Government should say, “Yes, yon can
build as many dwellings as you like and we
will give you the necessary permits, but it
is up to you to get the materials.” A wood
live and energetic man would soon find warys
to get the material cven-if he had to start
his: own factory. He would push until he
got things going, but we shall never get any-
thing done when we have all these restrie-
tions mmposed upon people, With those re-
strictions no-one will have the necessary
push and energy, and they will only find
themselves hindered from doing anything.
This Bill is virtually an exaet eopy of the
regulation that was brought down to pre-
vent huilding, during the war.

Hon. H. Seddon: It is a copy.

Hon. H. 5. W. PARKER: Yes. It wny
designed to prevent money being spent on
building material. We are now calmly asked

to adopt it for State needs. It seems
me that the Government has not gone fu
into the matter and has shown little fo
sight, It is bereft of ideas, and is followi
holus holus the practice adopted during f
war. In effect it says, “What was go
enough doring the war is good enough f
us now, and we have the excuse that no ms
power is available’ Trus, no manpower
available. Apparently the Army, the Na
and Air Force authorities are not releasi
people as quickly as they eould becanse ju
cannot he found for them, I-point out {l
jobs will not he available until men are :
leased,

Hon. E, H, H. Hall: We were told tk
there were plenty of men for employme
on the Goldfields.

Hon. H. S, W. PARKER: Unfortunat:
owing to the restrietions men are not allow
to get into these occupations and thus i
prove matters, If they were all released
once and all went into their different wal
of life they would soon settle down and wo
out their own salvation, and they wonld
available for the manufacture of materi:
and the ercction of buildings. Because
all these restrictions and hand-feeding -

find that a few brieklayers are allowed ¢

and when they get cut there has been no-o
to make bricks for them, It is neccessary
get them all out and have the whole busine
get in motion properly. We do not wa
the Government to spoon feed the peop
They will look after themselves if they a
given the chance, hut the whole idea is
restrict everything and everybody. I ¢
strongly opposed fo the Bill. T agree th
people should not be permitted to build
mansion when others are in need of a g
tage, and that people should not be allow
to erect a theatre when eottages are require
In the same way the Government should n
he building banks when epttages are neede

There should be no restrictions plae
upon anyone in the way of obtaining m
terials for the building of cottages. The
is ample control over those things in t
price fixing, It is essential to have pri
fixing for those commoditics and it is ¢
sential there should be some contrel to pi
vent anvone from cornering the marke
This is not a Bill to eorner the market.
is based on the principle that everything
in short supply and will remain in sho
supply unti] the end of next year. At th
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stage we are going to open the door wide
and allow people to get what they like. That
is the Bill. We know that messures that
are designed to expire at the end of the year
are always renewed. It is invariably found
that they have to be renewed because it is
said, “We eannot let the people down.” We
have had this control, and if we relinquish
it there will be trouble, we are told.

The war is over and the people have begun
to settle gown. This is the time for them
to settle down when it may be said that
most of them have more money than they
have ever had before. At the end of 12
months I feel sure that most of that money
will have been squandered. We know the
enormous amount of money that is heing
spent in entertaining, at the races, on the
tote, at the trots and in other ways that are
not reproduetive, chiefly hecause people have
so much money in these days that they do not
know what to do with it. I say, let us have
an open go now, when money is not re-
stricted. We would do hetter to throw out
the Bill altogether than to pass it.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [5.14]: I
support the second reading. Tt is essential

that legislation sueh as this should bhe.

passed. Mr, Parker stated that the war was
over. He admitted that during that great
struggle it was not possible for many rea-
sons to carry on with ordinary trade, and
that legislation of this type was required.
Within a little while of the war ¢losing,
the hon. member wants an open go. It ean-
not be done. We shall have the same short-
age of manpower and of materials as we
had during the war for a good while yet.
Within the short time since the war ended
it has not been possible to get the neces-
sary materials or the manpower to carry
oul the requisite work. During the war
years, owing to shortage of materials and
manpower, the National Seeurity Regula-
tions were brought down and only people in
necessitous ecircumstanees were given the
right to build or effect building alterations.
That is still essential.

I do not know whether the hon. memher
is aware of the fact Lthat when the Press
ennounced recently that no permit would
he required for a building eosting less than
£1,200, absolute chaos reigned in the city,
yecanse there was little material avaijlable
ind everybody wanted it in order to build

[COUNCIL.]

or make alterations, This Bill represents
an attempt to overcome that difficulty. It is
an atiempt to give to the most deserving,
people the right to buill or to obtain
material for renovations. What better pro-
vision cowld we make than that?

The hon. member spoke about manpower
not being made available more quickly.
Manpower is being made available fairly
quickly but not fast enough to produce the
requisite material in order to obviate legis-
lation of this sort. It will be necessary for
at lenst 12 months and possibly longer fox
legislation of this nature o be enacted and
enforeed so that every person desirous of
building shall have an opportunity to do
sn aceording to the necessities of his case.
What bhappened after the National
Security Regulations went by the hoard?
Quite a number of people rushed in to get
material, the knowing people, the people
who Mr. Parker said rushed round and were
able to get things done. Some of those
people are Duilding seaside cottages be-
cause they happened to be in a more fortu-
nate position than was the average citizen
and were able to get the ear of somebody
who would make the stulf availuble, Are
we to stand for that sort of thing while so
many people are erying out for homes?

If we defeat the Bill, we shall be voting
in favour of those with the pull and with
an opportunity to get material for building
homes or seaside cottages or other premises
that are not essential. TUntil such time as
munpower is available and men are willing
to return to the various industries that pro-
dnce the requisite materinls, this legislation
will be essential. We must Preely admit that
quite a nomber of men retnrning from the
war, who were formerly in industries pro-
duging certain building materials, now that
they fee! a little independence on account of
having received their deferred pay and =o
forth, are endeavouring to enter some other
oceupation. The result is that there is not
the number of men available that we had
before the war to produce inaterials. Until
such time as we get sufficient men to pro-
duee materials, it will be essential to have
legislation of this =ort. ¥ see nothing
wrong with the Bill; in faet, I see in it
nothing but good, and if we are going to
do the fair thing by the average citizen of
the State, it is necessary for us to pass
this Bill,
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HON. H. TUCEEY (South-West)
{5.18]: I firmly believe that at present
there is a very serions shortage of building
materials and therefore I intend to suppori
the second reading of the Bill. Last night
we heard eriticisin of the hospital accom-
modation and a good deal of that is due fo
the fnet that there have heen neither men
nor materials to build or improve country
hospitals. At Pinjarra we have had a very
dilapidated hospital for a long time, and
the Government has promised a new hos-
pital as soon as eonditions permit of its
being built, We have been informed that
at least 12 months will elapse before suffi-
cient material and labour are available to
proceed with the work. If there is no con-
trol over material meanwhile, that work will
possibly be delaved for a muck longer
period, 1 consider that the hospitals should
come first. We hear much falk about the
need for homes, but if members were aware
of the condition of some of our country
hospitals I helieve they would agree that
the Government should take steps to carvy
out much of this work before permitting
manpower and materiaks to be used for
other purposes.

A great deal of trouble has been brought
about by bad management. The Manpower
Department has reeeived a good deal of
blame for the present state of affairs, but
that department has power only to mako
recommendations. The Army has the last
fay, and some of the department’s recom-
mendations have been turned down becanse
the Army considered that the men in ques-
tion could not he spared. We have been 1n-
formed that if the brickworks could get
a dozen of their old employees hack, they
could work two shifts instead of half-time,
as at present, and snpply all the bricks re-
quired. Yet the powers that be will net
make those men available.

Hon. J. Cornell: Is it feasible to believe
that they will return to that work when they
ean get betier jobs,

Hon. H. TUCKEY: They should be
divected; direction has been going on
thronghout the war. It seems to be bad
business when, for the sake of a dozen men,
brickworks are operating only half-time
and causing a serious shortage of bricks for
hoilding purposes. Had the brickworks
been kept going, much of the trouble con-
fronting us at present would not exist.
Much the same thing applies to the timber
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industry; the mills have heen very short of
labour. One mill in my provinee needed 2
men and could not get one. We canno
cxpeet to have seasoned timber or a stocl
of bricks for house-building when the busi
ness is carried on in that way. There mus
he a shortage of material for some time o
least, and I will support the Bil
on this occasion, but will make no ras
promise about my attitude next year, |
think that within 12 months the positior
should improve. In this State there is ai
unlimited supply of jarrah and of materia
for making bricks and tiles, and any quan
lity of limestone for preducing lime, an:
it scems strange that when we have these
hasic materials, there should he a shortage
in the quantity required by the relativels
few people in this State.

I do not agree with Myr. Parker when he
suggested that there should be no furthe
vontrol. Normally I do not believe in re
sirictions, and T do not think the Govern
ment helieves in them, either. I take the

“view that every load of timber produeer

will he sold to somebody, and my sole con
cern is to ensure that that somebody is the
right person. I am not at all in favour o
building Commonwealth banks or structure:
of that sort at present, but I hope the boare
will be composed of men who will be fai
and that they will be men of some prac
tical cxperience who will he able to giv
satisfaction. At this stage it is my ambitio:
to do what I can to help the Government i
the difficulties confronting us.

HON. H. L. ROCHE (South-Easi} [5.23]
I cannot help wondering whether, when thi
Minister moved the second reading of th
Rill, he expeeted it to be passed by thi:
Flouse. Mr, Parker has informed ns tha
many of the provisions of the measur
appear to have been lifted intact from the
National Security Regulations. To.me,
perusal of the Bill suggests that it earrie
unmistakably a Dedman touch. Though
shall support the sceond reading hecause .
helieve that some measure of control is stil
justified, I must expréss the hope that the
Minister will scarcely recognise the measury
when it emerges from the Committee stage

The amount of regimentation and discip
lining provided for is, in the cirenmstances
altogether repugnant to the ideas of peopls
geverally and should not be justified by the
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conditions.  The Bill provides that any
man engaged in an ehgineering, supervisory
or advisory capacity in building operations
must keep proper books and accounts, Co-
operation is referred to, but the Bill pro-
ceeds to say that loeal anthorities shall do
cortain things. They shall refuse permits
if the board so reguires. The board may
require any person comnected with a build-
ing to produce books and aecounts. The ar-
bitrary provisions of the Bill go altogether
too far to meet the civeumstances or to give
anything like & fair go. I am not one of
those who want to see people given an open
£o, as one member expressed it, but I do
think that a little more commonsense and
consideration should be extended to those
people who wish to engage in the building
trade and to have very nccessary buildings
crected,

T believe it wounld be possible to frame a
I3ill that would result in giving Ne, 1 prior-
ity at least to the building of homes for
peaple who are not able to obtain aecommo-
dation, The schedule to the Bill includes
wire and wire products, so I dare say that
if a farmer requires a eoil of wire, he will
have to keep hooks and aceounts and be sub-
jeet to investigation if he needs a second
co0il of wire, Water pipes are also included
in the schedule, These pipes have a direet
connection with buildings in the metropoli-
tan arvea, but they are also nsed extensively
in  the eouniry for other purposes.
Yet, whether used in the eountry or in the
¢ity, they are to come under the same sort
of control.

Hon. T. Moore: It would he impossible
to get them in the country if there were no
control.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I fee! sure that the
amount of contrel envisaged in the Bill is
not required.  Admittedly, there is a short-
age of manpower both in the building in-
dustry and in the subsidiary trades that pro-
vide for the industry. As I stated last night
when speaking on another matter, I am sick

and tired of hearing tlis manpewer exense -

or veason heing advanced to acconnt for onr
inahilitv to make progress in the direetion
that conditions urgently demand. I cannot
tee how the State Government ean continue
indefinitely passing the buek to the Federal
authorities or to the Army or the Air Foree
unless it is prepared openly to take the

[COUNCIL.]

Commonwealth to task and demand that
more consideration be extended to the man-
in-the-street by officialdom, which seems to
have sueh eontrol in Federal departments
ns to be able to hold up the release of man-
power, Though more men are certainly
being released from the Forces, some of
them are already unemployed. My experi-
cnee has been that where a man had a job
te go to, the Services have refused to release
him beeauge they found him to be key per-
sonnel to them. This could legitimately
happen in seme instances, hut it seems to
oocur time and again. Many of the men
they are discharging are being thrown on
to the labour market beeause they have no
work to go to. The State Government
should take up more energetically the ques-
tion of the release of key men for industry
sueh as the building industry and its sub-
sidiary trades. I shall vote for the second
reading of the Bill and in Committee pro-
pose to support the amendments that bave
been forecast.

HON, J. CORNELL (South) [5.30]:
Only a fool would deny thai there is any
shortage of housing aceommodation, that
there is a shortage of the material set out
in the schedule to the Bill, and that there
is a shortage of manpower. There is an
acule shortage of all those three essentials,

and that condition is likely to
continune. Turning to manpower :
Mr. Tuckey has said that men

should be directed to the job they had
on enlistment. But the war is over and I
for onc am not going to be a party to sub-
seribing to ex-servieemen being  directed
back into the industry they left-on enlist-
ment.

Hon. B, Tuckey: You misunderstood me;
that was sometimne ago, when they were dir-
ecting labour.

Hon, J. CORNELL: I think a man
should have the right to choose any other
ocenpation if he thinks he is more suitable
for it.

Hon, H, Tuckey: I agree with that.

Hon. J. CORNELL: There is need for
the Bill. There is no argument about that.
The major objection I have to the measure
is that it is vested in the Workers’ Homes
Board; that is to say, the administration is
vested in the hoard. It is left to the board
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to say who shall obtain relicf and who shall
not; who shall obtain advances and who
shall not,

Hon. H. Seddon: And where!

Hon, J. CORNELL: Yes. And who shall
be allowed to build and who shall not he!
I place myself second to none in admira-
tion of the Workers' Homes Board and its
administration down the years. As a mat-
ter of fact, the first house I owned was a
worker’s home. That was as far back as
1814, I have owned only two homes, and
I only own half one of them, according
to the law. I understand there is an ar-
rangoment whereby the Workers’ Homes
Board is g building anthority for the hous-
ing scheme. That heing se, it is only logi-

cal to assume that ag the board
will be on the box seat and in
a position to say whe shall and
shall not receive consideration. Its line of

reasoning will be that charity begins at
home and it will look after itself first. That
is the objeection I have to the Workers
Homes Board being the dispensing anthori-
ty under this Bill, T do not think that
the individual members of the board are
over-anxious to take up this authority. I
have not spoken to any of the three men,
but that is my considered opinion,

Hon. A. Thomson: They have plenty to
do now,

Hon, J CORNELL: X think they arc in
the position of the bridegroom who wae
called upon to respond to ‘the toast of the
bride. He said, “This has been thrust upon
me,” and pointed to the hride. This was
thrust npon the Workers’ Homes Board
originally by the Fedcral authorities; just
as, right down throngh the picce, the Fed-
eral authorities have invariably passed the
buck to the State authorities to carry ouf
aud police yegulations. If a board were
constituted that was not epen to suspicion,
the measure eould very well be agreed to.
Another thing is that the Workers' Homes
Board ig constituted entirely of ecivil ser-
vants and that is something I think should
not characterise the hoard. There should
be a board containing a representative of
the Workers’ Homes Board, a representa-
tive of the builders who embark on the
construction of homes and other buildings,
and & representative of the submerged
tenth; that is, the people most affected—
those who want to make repairs to their
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houses and those who want to have new
houses built. That would be a balanced
hoard, with the representative of the Wor-
kers’ Homes Board as chairman; and its
decisions would be given entirely on the
merits of a case, without any undue consid-
eration of what obligations the Workers
Homnes Board had been called upon to fulfil
in the erection of houses.

That is the major objection I have to
the Bill, and I make it without any desire
to cast a reflection on the Workers’ Homes
Board. I think it is a job the Workers’
Homes Board should not be ealled upon to
do: to apportion what available material
we have in this State for some time to come.
This Bill is to operate only for a year; bu,
withont laying myself open to heing ealled
a Jeremiah, I think the state of affairs that
presents itself today is going to exist for a
long time. Like & cat chasing its tail, we
will be trying to cateh up with the position
for many years to come. Last but not
least, the greatest problem to be confronted
is the human element. The outlook and at-
titude of iabour today, particularly the
youthful section and the female section of
labour, is not the outlook that was adopted
six years ago, before the declaration of
war. The outlook and psychelogy has on-
tirely changed, and my observation is that
the first concern of a lot of labour is the
pay day and the whistle. That is the great-
est obstacle we have to surmount in trying
to overcome what appears to be an almost
impossible difficulty. That aspeet is not
peculiar to Australia by any means. From
my reading and inquiries, I gather that it
is common to the world in general, irres-
pective of colour, race or creed. There is
an entirely different psychology, and that is
something we bave to stand wp against. I
support the second reading.

HON. J. A. DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburhan) [5.38]: T think the Bill would
have hecn wmore favomrahly received had it
sought to control the distribution of baild-
ing materials in suceession to the Common-
wealth Government; but we find that the Bill
is ail-embracing and secks to reinstate con-
trols that have been released entirely by the
Commonwealth Government prior to aban-
doning its eontrol of building materials alto-
gether. T want to draw the attention of
members to certain items used in the build-
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ing trade, mainly painting materials. One

clause in the Bill seeks to limit the amount

that can be spent on painting renovations to
£25. That scems fo me to be totally inade-
quate, because over the years private,
publie, institutional and industrial build-
ings have deteviorated to an alarming extent
for want of paint. The restriction on the
manufactore of paint has been entirely re-
moved and manutacturers are now allowed to
produee to full eapacity of their plants.

So why, now that one bottleneck has heen
. removed, does this Bill seek to create a brand
new onc by limiting the use of materials that
can be manufactured in lavge and adequate
quantities? That secms to be entirely wrong
in its concept. 1f they are controlled at all,
painting materiats should have & muech wider
limit than that of £25. Therefore, I intend
to support any move made in the Commit-
tee stage to inerease the limit. Just hefore
the Commonwealth revoked its controls, it
raised & number of limits from their old war-
time standard and ineveased the amonnts
that could be spent in various divections; and
it is retrogressive to seek to impose
limits that were first imposed in the depth
of our distress during the war period. While
I shall agree to the second reading, I shall
support any amendments fo increase the
limits set out in the Bill.

HON, E. H. H. HALL (Central) [5.40]:
T would be failing in my duty if I did not
give the Hbuse the benefit of an experience
I bad in conneetion with the relcase of build-
ing materials. It is for that reason I am
going to vote for the second reading of the
Bill, bowever much I might change my
opinion on the various clauses as a result of
the amendments standing on the notice paper
in the name of Mr. Thomson. With all due
respeet to ithe eritidism levelled by Mr.
Parker at the powers that be—and with some
of his views I am in accord—I say.that
willy-nilly, whether we like it or not—ang the
majority of people do not like it—we must
make up onr minds, if we want to do the
fair thing by that section of the people who
have prior elaims upon us, to be prepared
to continune with these regulations.

Hon. A. Thomson: With some measure of
control.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Yes. The experi-
ence I want to record is that of a woman
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from the Victoria district. She had been on
a farm for over 20 years, but through ill-
health had to come down to the metropolitan
area with her three young children. Her
hushand died. She managed to buy a block
of land in a working-man’s suburb, but was
hard pressed to get the material to crect a
little home for herself and her children. Not
knowing the ropes too well, she came to me

as one of the Parliamentary repre-
sentatives of  the distrit in  which
she had resided, and I went ¢to

the board and said that I knew the family
and the hardships they had suffered. I was
promised that an inspector would be sent
out to look into the position. He did so, and
I am very pleased to be able to say that the
needs of that woman and her children were
met by the release of the necessary materials.

I want to utter a word of warning to any
member who feels that this control, or some
measure of control, is not necessary. I re-
member the old saying that one swallow docs
not make a summer; still, it does not require
any grent imagination to realise what is
going to happen it everybody iz to
have what is ealled—in  langnage which
is more foreible than polite—an open go.
Befove the Commonwealth eontrol was lifted,

I was amazed to find, within ten
minutes journey of where I live in
West Perth, an unlimited quantity of
material heing released to cnlarge de-
eent sized private residences into flats,

I mentioned tliat to & member of the
hoard who replied, “Well, instead of one
{amily being provided for, it is going to
enable provision to be made for two or three
families.” My answer to him was, “Yes,
but what sort of families? The premises
1 have mentioned are such that T do not
think the ordinary worker would be able to
obtain aceommodation there, because T think
the rent of the cheapest would be £4 per
week. That was done in the days of Com-
monwealth control, and I do not think it
right that huilding materials should be re-
lensed for premises of that sort, while so
many people in humble eircumstances are
waiting—suffering serious inconvenience—
for the rclease of material with which to
build small komes or cottages. I am eon-
vineed that some form of control is neces-
sary, and I will therefore vote for the second
reading of the Bill,
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HON. H. SEDDON (XNorth-East) [5.47]:
This Bill simply adopts the Commonweszlth
regulations that were in force. Those regu-
lations could, of course, be revised from tine
to time, hut, when embodied in a Bill they
fix the amounnt of money allowed to be spent
without obtaining an authority or permit.
If those figures were fixed by regnlation they
could he varied as thought desirable by the
board, but, if embodied in the Bill, they
will he fixed until the measure is amended.
When such legislation was first mooted, what
first occurred to me was, “If the position is
so stringent as has been indicated, why did
the ommonwealth Government abandon the
regulations?” The Commonwealth Govern-
ment had means of obtaining information
that was available to the State Grovernments
and it should have been obvious to it that
it was premature to lift those regulations
if there was sueh a shortage of material. It
was obvious that there was a shortage at the
time when the regulations were lifted. In
introducing the Bill the Premier said that
the matter had been brought under the notice
of the Commonwealth authorities, but those
authorities—for their own good reasons,
which are veferred to by Mr., Dedman in to-
day’s paper—decided to lift the regulations
and allow the sum of £150 to be spent on
repairs, alterations or reoovations, and up
to £1,200 to be spent in providing a home,
without a permit.

The experience I had—whieh I think is
confirmed by that of mest other people—
of the administration of the Commonwealth
regulations, was that the authorities were
reasonable. In the case of urgent repairs
there was no difficulty in obtaining the neces.
sary permit, but I think the time has now
arrived when there should be some degree
of relaxation, and that we might revise the
clauses of this Bill particnlarly as to the
amount allowed to be spent before it is neces.
sary to obtain a permit. I ecannot regard
this Bill as being equitable when it fixes a
limit of £25 for painting, repairs or renova-
tions without a permit. A man aceunstomed
to working with tools and able to do repairs
could bhuy £25 worth of paint and material
and do extensive repairs or renovations to
his home, beecause it wonld not cost him one
penny for labour. If & man had to depend
on other people to do the repairs and renova-
tion, under the £25 Hmit he would probably
get about £3 worth of material and have to
spend the other £20 on labour.
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If this Bill were drawn on equitable lines
it wonld provide a sum to cover materials
only, leaving the wages side of the question
to be adjusted afterwards. There is no rea-
son why the man who has not the time or
skill to do the work should be penalised.
Mr, Cornell pointed out that the Workers'
Homes Board is definitely &n interested
party. It is there to carry out the Govern-
ment's policy, first of all a5 to the building
of workers’ homes, then to carry out the
Commonwealth housing scheme, and, thirdly,
for the repatriation scheme to provide homes
for returned soldiers. Obviously there should
be some scheme of priority, and I would have
liked to see in the Bill, as it is to control
the amount to be spent on repairs, some
schedule to provide priorities beeause, in my
opinion, the people entitled to priorities are,
firstly, the returned men, and, secondly, the
peopie who are away from the metropolitan
area in ouflying distriets.  Those people
should be adequately represented on the
board so that their requirements might be
fairly met. The first requirement of the
community is homes, and one has only to
sce the conditions under which some people
are living in this city to realise that.

With the present demand that exists for
homes, I can see neither consistency, sense
of proportion nor right on the part of the
authorities that contemplate the building of
Government buildings sueh as broadeasting
stations, banks, and sec on. In reply the
Minister may ask: If a man is capable
of helping himself why should he not get
some benefit from the amonnt of material
available to him? A number of returned
men have made application for homes and
have received the usual stereotyped reply.
Having been broken to Government methods
by six years of war, they have said, “This
is no good to ys. We know what it is to
deal with Government departments. If we
are to get homes we mast do it by our own
efforts or by the time we get them they will
he old-age pensioners’ homes.” Some of those
men have taken up blocks of land and are
trying to get materials with which to build
their own homes. The type of man who_is
prepared - to help himself is the type we
should be prepared to help,

I think there should be something in the
Bill to ensure that those men get a fair
spin, which ¢an only be got by giving them
representation on the board. They should
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have a high priority in the building of homes,
Since 1942 the Commonwealth of Australia
has been deluged and propagandised and
told and directed and driven and instrueted
in all sorts of ways about the wonderful
steps being taken to deal with the housing
position. Housing was apparently the first
consideration of every Government,

Ilon, E, H. H. Hall: A Commission
visited this State some years ago.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I gave evidence be-
fore it and, from the attitude of that Com-
mission, it was going into things thor-
oughly.

Hon. G. Fraser: Was that the Commis-
sion that had 1ts photo taken at every op-
portunity?

Hon. H. SEDDON: It was on the fields
sthout two years ago, and ils report has
since heen issued. With all the thought and
attention that has been concentrated on
housing over that period it is ohvious that
a certain amount of preliminary work and
planning was necessary in order to be able
to step off the mark when the opportunity
came. It is months now since the war
position was such that the danger from the
Jap had disappeared and it was obvious
that he was on the defensive, yet during
the months sinee then we have found the
manpower regulations rigidly maintained.
There were liferally thousands of men re-
tained in eamps in Australia, kicking their
heels and breaking their necks to get out
of the Army so that they could get back
to work, but they were held up. In view
of the urgency of the housing position and
other problems with which we are faeed,
steps should have been taken months ago
to secure the release of men and materials
revuired to build houses.

Hon. II. Tuckey: And that was not done.

Hon. H. SEDDONX: That is so, and that
is the kind of thing that brings home to
people the ineffectiveness of (fovernment
eontrol and of having Governments in charge
of works that need prompt and efficient
action. The bricks should have been
burned, timber cut, and cement manu-
factured. Steel wire and other necessities
should have been made available in order
to start work on the homes of which today
we hear so much, but of which we see so
little evidence. It is a seathing commen-
tary on the ability of the authorities to
face a situation that has heen obvious
throughout the war period, and which was
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obviously going to be ten times more
urgent once the war had finished. The
country distriets are entitled to considera-
tion, but there is no guarantee under this
Bill that they will get it. There arc cer-
tain aveas in which we can be sure the
Workers’ Homes Board will not operate,
beeanse it took long enough to get it to
eommenee on the Goldfields. The people in
such distriets are entitled to consideration
in the allocation of materials.

If the Workers’ Homes Board will not
sanetion the building of houses the least
that ean be done is to give the people
nmaterinl with which to build their own
houses. That aganin drives home the see-
ond important factor in the Bill—the pro-
vision of priorities. There is one feature
about this ¢uestion. We hear of enormous
stacks of building materials held by the
military  authorities. We know that
throughout the Commonwealth there are
seattered thousands of huildings in which
the troops were formerly housed. I think
the first step to be taken should be to en-
sure that those materials and buildings are
beld and made available for the construe-
tion of homes. The board, however it may
he constituted, should arrange with the
Commonwealth to have first eall on those
materials in order that they could be
adequately distributed.

T hope the Bill will be amended tirst of
all to alter the limitation with rezard to
costs. In my opinion, the limitation should
be the actual cost of materials. Then
again, il should be altered with regard to
the constitution of the board and ailso to
ensure priorities in respect of which due
regard will be paid to the claims of the
country as well as of the metropolitan area.
Under those conditions I shall support the
seeond reading of the Bill, but I trust that
recognition will be given to those who are
propared to help themselves. We should
make it our ohjective to see that they get
all the help and assistance by way of
priorities that we ecan extend to them,

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
E. H. Gray—\West—in repiy) [6.4]: 1 have
hecn much surprised at the eriticizm in-
dulged in regarding the Dill, because I
thought it would have been passed almost
without amendment. I expeeted that mem-
bers of this Chamber, with their full know-
ledge of the state of affairs prevailing at
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present—due to the shortaze of materials,
the oreat shortage of houses and the tre-
mendous suffevings of thousands of men,
women and children throuzh lack of decent
homes to live in—would have ensured the
quick passage of the Bill

Hon, €. B. Williams: But all that diq
not start just now! It started a few years
back.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, but
it was unavoidable throughout the war
period.

Hon. C. B. Williams: It stavted long he-
fore the war.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr. Wil-
liamz does not vealise the signifieance of the
present situation or he would not indulge
in sueh interjeetions.

Han. €. B. Williams: Are von putting a
threat over me? If anyone wants a house
now he has to go to private enterprise for
it. I am just working it out secing how
much it cost at thirty bob a week as rent
for tive years, while waiting for a house, Yon
ean’t talk nonsense to me! You do not
knew much about it!

The PRESIDENT : Ovder!

Hon. C. B. Williams: The Honorary
Minister is net going to threaten me. I am
working ont the loss to a man who has to
wait four years and pay thirty hob a week
rent in the meantime.

The PRESIDENT: Ovder! The Honorary
Minister is addressing the House.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Yes, Mr. President,
but you allowed him to threaten me.

The PRESIDENT: I did not hear the
Honorary Minister threaten the hon. mem-
ber.

Hon, C. B. Williams: I know you did not,
but he did.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The Biil
is coneerned with the building of houses by
private enterprise, the Workers’ Homes
Board and the Commonwealth Government.
I wani members to realise the actual posi-
tion. The Government had no desire to
introduee legislation of this deseription and
certainly I had no wish to do so, but the
urgeney of the present sitnation required
legislative aetion. Both the Premier, when
e placed the Bill before the Legislative
Assewmbly, and I, when 1 submitted it first
in this Chamber, explained that the State
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Government had protested stronzly to the
Commonwealth Government when it was in
dicated that Commonwealth contrel in re
lation to building operations was to b
lifted. As tnembers are aware condition
exist heve that do not apply in other States
and the action of the Commonwealth ha.
confronted the Btate Government witl
serious trouble. For my part, I think th
time has arrived for the civilian populatior
to do their part and that those of us whi
did not participate in the war should als
play our part. For any section of the com
munity not to realise that that course i
neessary, is not in the hest interests of th
State. Such people do not appreciate th
frue position. Too many sre wrapped u]
in their own affairs and do not care .
tinker’s damn about the men who are re
turning from the war.

Hon. H. §. W. Parker:
miners!

The HONORARY MINTSTER: I includ
everyone in my statement. Any man o
woman that ¢oncentrates oh his or her awi
advaneement and thinks oniy of his or he
own affairs, does a grievous injury to th
Btate. There can be no doubt whateve
about that. In the ecirdumstances, thi
House should set an example to the rest o
the community. Quite a lot has been sai
by members regarding the £25 limit fo
repairs. There is plenty of paint available
bnt very few painters. Skilled labour i
almost unobtainahle, that is the point. Wha
painters there are we require for the paint
ing of new liouses, and we cannot afford t
release labour for the mere repairing o
existing houses.

Tlon, A. Thomson: The trouble is that i
the meantime many houses are falling int
a had state of disrepair.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There i
provision for the pranting of permits i
special eases.

Hon, J. A. Dimmitt: Many private indi
viduals ean wield a paint brush very wel

The HONORARY RMINISTER: Yes, an
sueh a man can buy £25 worth of pain
and do up his premises.

Hon. H. Seddon: Of course he can.

Hon. J. Cornell: But it would le som
honse to require all that paint!

The HONORARY MINISTER: Quite sc
but paint is not very cheap. However, tha

Like the Colli
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is my reply to the statements of members
regarding the limif of £25 for repair work.
As I remarked, the skilled painter is re-
quired for the painting of new houses and
necessary hospital and factory work., Per-
sonally I would not allow any buildings to
be erected apart from houses and enlarge-
ments to factories and hospitals that are
urgently required. 1 would stop every other
type of building work.
Hon. H. Seddon: Youn are quite right.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
the attitude of the Government as well. As
to the constitution of the proposed hoard,
the argument in favour of the personnel
suggested in the Bill is that of the Workers’
Homes Board and those associated with it
have had extensive experience and have car-
ried out a good job. In such an undertaking
as that envisaged by the Bill, the control of
the work must be concentrated at one point
so that we may konow what is going on. If
we were to depart from the proposal in Lhe
Bill aund adopt that advanced by Mr. Thom-
son, we would indulge in a very dangerous
experiment seeing that we would be plachy
the work in the bands, and under the direc-
tion, of new men. The Workers’ Homes
Board, now with Mr. Bond but previcusly
with Mr. Taylor, carried ouwt much work
for the Commonwealth Government and be-
cause of their experience (heir services
were made available to the Federal auth-
orities.

Hon, H. Seddon: Mr. Bond wounld be on
the board proposed by Mr. Thomson.

The HONORARY AINISTER: Surely
members eannot visnulise o big board oper-
ating with so many representatives of
varions sections! Suech a board would be
foe cumbersome.

Hon, J. Corneil: What would be wrong
with the hoard I sunggested?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It would
be too big.

Hon. J. Cornell: I snggested only three
members,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I think
the hon. member suggested various other
representatives.

Hon. J. Cornell: No, only three.

The HONORARY MINISTER: In my
opinion, it would be dangerous to change the
personnel of the board suggested in the
Bill, seeing that the Workers’ Homes Board

“elusion of Mr. Thomsen's

[COUNCIL.]

did such a wonderfully good job for the
Commonwealth, I wani members to realise
that the position is very serious. Materials
are extremely searce and the demand for
houses is excessive. Personally, I am actu-
ated by a desire to assist tbrees classes of
people. I have been associated with a move-
ment aiming at the welfare of children for
nearly a quarter of a century, and there is
a demand upon Parliament that our child-
ren shall be looked after. That is the guid-
ing prineiple underlying the Bill. There
are many children living in conditions that
we cannot uziford to allow to continue.
Thousands of children are in that position,
and’ it is certainly not a fair thing for sol-
diers to come buck from the Front only to
sec their wives and families subjeet to such
unsatisfactory eonditions.

Hon. H. Seddon: You are quite right.

Hon. A. Thomsor: No member of the

House would say otherwise,
The HONORARY MINISTER: I believe

so, but if Mr. Thomson’s amendments avo
carried, the Bill will be rendered valueless
because one result would be to let loose
labour on various works whereas that labour
is urgently required for the construetion of
bouses. As to repairs to existing dwellings,
if the position is serious there is provision
by which the person concerned eanapply for
a permit. At the same time, members must
realise that every painter, carpenter, briek-
layer or other skilled labourer engaged on
repair work means a corresponding slowing
up of the building of houses, whether by
the State or by private enterprise.

Every man that is taken away from the
building of houses at this juncture means
an injury to the returned men, their wives
and families. T emphasise that that is the
big dominating factor associated with this
legislation. In view of the prevailing state
of affairs and the tendency on the part of
all too many of our people to think only
of themselves, we should set an example to
them by passing the Bill—without the in-
most unreason-
able amendments.

Hon. J. Cornell: Would the Minister
congider having a returned soldier on the
board?

Hon. C. B, Williams: Why put a refurnel
soldier on the board? Damn it, cannot they
be just ordinary citizens?
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The HONQORARY MINISTER: In view
of the seriousness of the present situation,
the Bill should ccrtainly be agreed to by
this House. The State should not be blamed
for what the Commonwealth CGovernment
did. In my opinion and in the opinion of
the Government, the Comionweslth made
& grave mistake when they lifted the re-
gulations,

Hon. C. B. Williams: Did you supporf,
the referendum? You will be getting into
trouble if you are not carefnl.

The HONORARY MINISTER: If men.-
bers eonsult their wives, they will aseertain
that when the coupon position was cased
business people found that many, parti-
cularly women rushed the shops and grab-
bed everything that was available, with the
result that in the shops today there are
many empty shelves. Using the same argu-
ment, if we ease the situation in the build-
ing trade everyone will want to rush on
repair work to their houses and that will
provide an exeellent opportunity for the
black market. With sugh demand for re-
pair work, contractors will be able to let
contraets at high prices because there are
too many people prepared to pay any price
demanded—and so prices will commence to
soar. As a matter of fact, building prices
today are probably as much as 140 per eent.
above pre-war prices.

Hon. L. Craig: Not 140 per cent.!

The HONORARY WMINISTER: Yes.
Members would be astounded if they cared
to make inquiries to find ont what the in-
erease actually is.

RKRitting suspended frem 6,13 to 7.80 p.m.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Before
tea, I was referring to the very big inerease
in the cost of house repairs at the present
time. I mentioned a figure of 140 per cent.
That, of eourse, is not an indication of
what the ordinary honest contractor is
charging: hut it is an indieation that un-
serupulous contraetors are taking advan-
tage of the position and charging exorbi-
tant prices, far beyond the value of the
work thev are performing. Tf the Bill is
not passed practieally ns it is introduced
into this Chamber and if the amendments
proposed by Mr. Thomson are agreed to, the
effect will be to encourage hlack marketing
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tacties tremendously. -Aboui that there is
no doubt. Mr. Seddon, Mr, Roche and Mz,
Thomson hove spoken of country require-
ments but, if the restrictions in the Bill are
not agreed to, eountry people will possibly
have no chanee of getting any work done,
beecause people with money will buy up
materials and get the coutracts, while thosy
in dire need for homes and repairs to homes
will receive but seant consideration,

I emphasise the utmost necessity for the
Bill; it is nrgently required in order to en-
sure that returned gervicemen and their
wives and families will get houses to live in.
Mr. Seddon spoke about painting being re-
stricted to £25. 1 mentioned previously
that £23 for painting would involve the em-
ployment of labour costing at least £100.
Therefore, every eight contracts for paint-
ing let without restrietion would mean one
worker’s home less. That should weigh with
every member of the House. A fubrieated
house, with a tiled roof, ¢can be built for
£800 to £830. That is dear enough, ad-
mittedly.

Hon, . Tuckey: Hundreds of people do
their own painting.

The HONORARY MINISTER: They will
he ahle to do so under this Bill, to the ex-
tent of £23 worth of paint. I should say
that £10 ought to be enough to paint the
outside of any house. I make the definite
statement that no persen with a sedse of
responsibility would think of employing
lahour in order to renovate the inside of a
house at the present time, T ask that the
amendments be seriously vonsidered and
defeated. The Bill is one of the most im-
portant measures that have been intro-
duced into this Chamber. It will afford
ampie protection and ensure justice tn
thousands of people requiring homes.
Applieations for homes are being reeeived
at the rate nf 150 a week; the total of the
applications rveceived up to the end of
October is 3,000, T hope the Bill will be
agreed to without amendment.

Question put and passed'.

Bill read a second time,

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor-
ary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 5—agreed to.
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Clause 6—Definition:

Hon. A, TIHOMSON: 1 move an umend-
nent—

That in the definition of ‘‘Board’’ the
words ‘‘the Warkers’ Homes Board, con-
stituted under the Workers® Homes Act,
1911-1941, as reprinted in Volume 2 of the
Reprinted Acts of the Parliament of West-
ern Australia’ be struck out with n view
to inserting other words.

The words I propose to substitute are “the
Building Operations and Building Materials
Control Board constituled under this Aet.”
The amendment will have the effect of re-
moving control from a body which I under-
stand comprises four men, who are already
very much over-tased with work. I propose
afterwards to move that a new clanse be in-
serted to stand as Clause 7. That clause will
provide for a board which will consist of
sever members, the Principal Axchitect,
who shall he chairman, one to be nomin-
ated by the W.A. Institute of Architects,
one to be nominated by the Master Builders’
" Association, one to Le nominated by the
W.A. Builders’ Guild, one to represent the
Chamber of Manufactuves, one from the
Hardware Merehants' Association, and the
secretary of the Workers’ Homes Board,
Those representing the trade will have a_full
knowledge of the materials available and
will be able to give sound advice to the
board,

Hon. C. B. Williams: Who comprise the
Builders’ Guild?

Hon. A. THOMSON: There are two asso-
ciations, the Master Builders’ Association
and the Builders’ Guild. The builders belong-
ing to the frst-named association usually
undertake large contraets; the memboers of
the guild uspally undertake small jobs of
£400 to £800.

The CHAIRMAN : Ar. Thomson has gone
a most roundahout way. The new clause
wil] not enter into the question until we
reach the ond of the Bill, except for explana-
tion purposes. I point out that if the hon,
member strikes out the reference to the
Workers’ Homes Board and then sets up
another board, he will have to provide the
necessary machinery for the latter board;
for instance, who shall he chairman in the
case of the death or resignation of the chair-
tnan appoinied, [ suggest that the Commit-
tee take a vote on whether the board shall

[COUNCIL.]

be the Workers’ Homes Board. If the Com-
mittee is of opinion that some other board
should be constituted, then it will he neces-
sary to move that further consideration of
this definition be held over until we have
dealt with the Bill, and then draft an amend-
ment providing for the constitution of the
hoard and the machinery to contfol it, be-
cause the board has to be responsible to
some Minister. I have often warned mem-
bers, when drafting amendments, to look
ahead and se¢ what other clanses are in-
volved.

Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER: I am in favour
of the deletion of the Workers’ Homes
Board beenuse of the definition of that hoard
in the Workers’ Homes Act. It is composed
of civil servants who are very able in their
own way but are not connected with the
trade or the conditions appertaining to the
building business. The policy of the Gov-
crnment would naturally countrol that board.
If it were the Government’s poliey that all
Government requirements should bhe sup-
plied first, then tbe board would he bound
to agree to any suggestion that might eman-
ate from the Minister. Such a board should
at control the supply of building material.
Tven the Commonwealth Government ap-
pointed people with a knowledge of the busi-
ness to control this matter. They were people
outside the Publie Serviece. Of course,
they unltimately beeame members of that ser-
vire. I am informed by some builders’ asso-
ciation, which controls the materials, that it
interviewed the IPremier, who told the asso-
cialion that he was considering the advis-
ability of altering the constitution of the
Workers' Homes Board. These gentlemen
consider that some control is neecessary but
not the eontrol set out in the Bill.

The TTIONORARY AMINISTER: The ar-
rument Mv. Parker has used is in favour
of the Workers’ Homes Board being ve-
tained, The Premier did receive a deputa-
tion from the Builders’ Congress, which is
representative of all sections of the building
industry. That body assured the Premier
that it was in agreement with the Bill, ex-
¢ept for the ruling authorvity. The Premier
stated that he was introdueing a measure
to amend the Workers’ Homes Board, and
that the builders would have representation
on that board, By giving the builders repre-
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sentation, Mr. Thomson’s major objeetion
would be met. It is not necessary for a
member of the Hardware Merchants’ Asso-
ciation to be on the lLoard because there is
nothing within this control that they sell.
The ofticials of the Workers’ Homes Board
are in close contaet with that organisation.
The same argument applies to the Chamber
of Manufactures.  The Workers’ Flomes
Board as a building organisation is the best
in operation in the State. During the war,
many State servanfs were seconded to the
Commonwealth Government. Among them
was the present seeretary of the Workers’
Homes Board, Mr. Bond. This board has
done a remarkably good job in sorting out
applications for permits by taking each ecase
on its merits.

1lon. 1I. SEDDOXN: I am not at all satis-
fied with Mr, Thomson'’s board, but I eon-
tend that it iy neecessary to have one dif-
ferently constiluted from the Workers’
Homes Board, and especially with a view to
providing for representation of the people
who ave desirous of building their own
_homes. There is also this impertant point,
that the working man or soldier who desires
to build a home for himself should have pre-
ference over the man building a house for
venting purposes, beeause once a man has
built his own home he is off the market but
the other fellow is there as long as he lives.
There should be representation of the people
i the country and outer districts. There
is very little if any building going on in those
arcas. It might be desirable to postpone
further consideration of the Bill in order
that we might draft something maore suit-
able.

The CHAIRMAN: That will not get us
any further forward., The Committee should
dectde whether the Workers’ Homes Board
is to remain in the Bill. It could then pro-
ceed further to amend Clauvse 6, and then
recommit.

Hon. E. H. . HALL: Before T agree to
delete these words, T want to know what will
be put in their place. Mr, Seddon has rightly
made a elaim for people in the outback por-
tion of the State, but he has not told us how
he proposes to arrange for the election of
representatives of those people. That is going
to be difficult.

The CHAITRMAN: That is the business
of those opposed to the Workers’ Homes
Board.
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Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I am not alto-
gether in favour of the board set out by Mr.
‘Thomson. A board of seven members is oo
unwieldy,

Hon. H. 8. W.
the Workers’ Homes
a salary of more than L4000 a year
cannot get a home. Quile obviously
the Workers’ Homes Board deals with
that very deserving eclass of the com-
munity earning £400 o year or under. There
are many pecple with an income of over
£400 who are cqualiy deserving of a house,
We cannot expeet the Workers' Homes
Board to give a permit to 2 man on £700 or
£800 a year if theve ave others, with an in-
come of £400 a year, whe want to build 4
house. The equivalent in the country of
£400 a year in the city is £300. Those
people would not have a ghost of a chance.
This board should be independent,

Hon. G. FRASER: T hope, the definition
will remain as it is. We have the past ex-
perience of this board’s activities in this busi.
ness,

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker:
State?

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes.

Hon, H, Seddon: It does not operate at
Leonora or other outback mining towns.

Hon. . FRASER: During the war the
Workers’ Homes Board has dealt with all
the permits for building.

Hon. A. Thomson: It has operated a hit
harshly, too.

Hon. G: FRASER: Its operations might
have appeared harsh to individuals because
they did not know the cireumstanees of others
who got a permit hefore them. Mr. Parker
raised an imaginary case. How would the
board know what income a man receives’
When a person applies for g permit to
huild, he does not have to state what his in-
come is. He only has to do that when he
applies for a worker’'s home, At no stage
would the applieant have to state his income.
He would have to satisfy the hoard as tc
present aceommodation angd that it was in.
sufficient for the number of persons in the
home. The board would proeeed on the
lines followed in the past. The main con-
sideration would be the urgeney of the elaim
which iz the fairest basis that could he
adopted. No hoard could betier adjudicatc

PARKER: TUnder
Aet anyone with

All over the
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on the question than the Workers’ Homes
Board.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : The Minister should
agree to postpone further consideration of
the clause until the end of the Bill, and then
Mr. Thomson could place an amendment on
the notice paper for consideration tomorrow.
The Workers’ Homes Board bas quite encugh
to do already and should not he over-
loaded.

Hon, H. 5. W, PARKER: If members of
the board -did not inquire into the financial
position of an applicant before deeiding
whether a permit would be granted, they
should not be on the board. A man who
was sofficiently weslthy to live in a hotel or
a comfortable flat would certainly not de-
serve to get a house before a man on a low
ineome who could not get a home. One of

the first things an intelligent board would -

investigate would be the means of the ap-
plicant.

Hon., A. THOMSON: I support the re-
quest to have the clanse postponed.

The CHAIRMAN: Nothing would be
gained by postponing the clanse. Tf the
words were struck out and the other words
substifuted, the “Building Operations and
Building Materials Control Board” would be
merely a name, We could procced to deal
with the Bill and then, at the report stage
tomorrow, the measure conld be recommit-
ted.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I agree
with the Chairman. If the measure were
intended to he permanent, there might be
some reason for proposing an independent
board, but we hope that this Bitl will not
be required after the end of next year. There
is no foundation for Mr, Parker’s sugges-
tion. If a married couple with one child or
even seven children were reported to be in
desperate circumstances, an inspector would
be sent within 24 hours to inquire.  The
Workers’ Homes Board has the neecssary
organisation to proseeute all requisite in-
quiries, and it would be preferable to use
the existing board as against appointing a
new one, The Prineipal Architect is 2 mem-
ber of the hoard, and the secretary, Mr,
Bond, has bheen trained under Mr. Taylor,
when acting at Deputy Director of War
Organisation of Industry.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I find myself in a dil-
emma. I agree that it would be desirable

[COUNCIL.)

to have an ontside authority to control
material, but the Workers’ Homes Board
has officers and inspectors complete and has
had experience in the handling of material
during the war. Surely it would be betfer
to add to the Workers’ Homes Board and
retain the organisation! '

The CHAIRMAN: To do that the Work-
ers’ Homes Act would have to be amended.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I understand that. A
new board would take a long fime to get
down to emooth working,

Hon. A, THOMSON: Amongst those I
would suggest for the board would bo the
Prineipal Architect and the seeretary of the
Workers’ Homes Board. Those gentlemen
have the requisite experience. If the Com-
mittee so desirves, I have no objection to the
strength of the proposed board being re-
duced. During the war the Workers’ Homes
Board dcalt with applications for the eree-
tion of buildings, and I do not think it was
as gencrous ag it might have heen. The at-
titnde adopted was that it was the duty of
the hoard to prevent the erection of build-
ings and thus conserve the supplies of
material. I have no desire to abolish the
Workers' Homes Board, but I maintain that
it hns ample work to do in seeing to the
erection of the hundreds of homes coming
under its control. Its officials are already
overloaded with work. An ontside board
interested in the business wounld expedite
the work ag compared with s hoard that
already has too much to do. I have dis-
eussed the matter with businessmen who
feel that it would he in the best interests
of all coneerned to have an independent
board.

Hon. H SEDDON: Mr. Craig has over.
looked the important fact that the board
will be eoncerned with the distribution of
materials for earrying out building gener-
ally whereas the function of the Workers’
Homes Board is that of carrying out the
Government programme. What Ifearisthat
building throughout the rest the State will
he definitely subordinated to the Govern-
ment programme. That is what I want to
aveid. Mr, Thomson has pointed cut that
we have had little time to draft amendments
and that is why we ask for the postpon-
ment. T myself want to put some amend-
ments on the notice paper.
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The CHAIRMAN: By postponing any
clause, the Bill will be delayed a further
day. I suggest that in order to get on with
the Bill, Mr. Thomson agree to add aftfer
the word “board” these words, “a repre.
sentative of the Master Builders’ Associa-
tion and the Principal Architect”.

Hon. A. Thomson: The
Architeet is already on it.

The CHAIRMAN: Well, the hon. mem-
ber can add any other words he wishes.

Hon. E. H, H. HALL: I suggest that
the course originally proposed be pursued
and that progress be reported.

The CHAIRMAN: I have already pointed
out that in that way the Committee will
lose a day.

Hon. E, H. H.L HALL: What is a day?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: We have Thursday
and Friday of this week and all of next
week and part of the following week, be-
cause we are not likely to finish next week.
The reasonable way is to postpone the
elanse till the end of the Bill without inter-
fering with it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I bow to
the wishes of members, It will give the Com-
mittee a chance to consider this important
clause. I hope members will recognise I have
made the statement that there is an amend-
ing Bill concerning the Workers’ Homes
Board which will come before the Legisia-
tive Council, and will provide for a build-
crs’ representative on that board. ~ Aem-
berg ean think about that in the meantime.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I ask leave to with-
draw my amendment,

Principal

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,

On motion by*Hon. A. Thomson further
consideration of clause postponed.

Clauses 7 and 8—agreed to.

Clause 9—Restriction on building opera-
tions:

Hon, A, THOMSON: I propose to move
formally that in line § of paragraph (c)
of Subclause (2) the word “one” be struck
out and the word “two” inserted in lieu.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I think
the position is too serious to allow such an
amendment te be carried. It is fair to re-
quire a permit if repairs are to be under-
taken that would cost over £100.
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Hon. H. SEDDON: Before that amend:
ment is moved, I want to know why provi
sion is made for building operations by local
authorities in view of the fact that homes
should come first. I move an amendment—

That paragraph (a) of Subclause (2) be
struck out.
The subelause provides that building opera-
tions carried out by or on behalf of a local
zoverning aunthority shall be exempt from
permit. I consider local authorities should
ask for permission like anybody else.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
amendment is not reasonable. A local auth.
ority may want to do something to a hos.
pital. Sewerage works may be necessary,
and all kinds of urgent work may be re.
quired. Surely we can trust loeal authorities
in a case like that to exercise judgment! ]
do not think the hon. member is serious ir
this amendment.

" Hon. H. Seddon: Why cannot local auth-
orities ask permission like everybody elsef

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: My reading of
the provision is that a local authority can
build anything it likes, but eannot deal with
the connection of a building to a sewerage
or drainage gystem without authority.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The provisions
are fairly clear. A local authority, like
anyone else, will have to obtzin a permil
to construct a building or connect a build-
ing to & sewerage or drainage system, buf
for building bridges and the like it does nof
have to get a permit. If it wants timber
for a bridge or a drain it does not have
to apply for a permit, but if it wants to
erect a building or connect a building to a
sewerage or drainage system, it must get
a permit.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. A, THOMSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 6 of paragraph {¢) of Sub-
clause (2) the word ‘‘one’’ be struck out
and the word ¢‘two?’ inserted in lieu.

In any straetural alterations to be made tc
a factory, £200 will not go very far in these
days. I hope the Minister will aceept my
amendment.

Hon. H. 5. W. PARKER: The builders
congress pointed out that the alteration of
a factory in order to enable it to change
from wartime to peacetime work, could not
be effected for anything under £200, so this
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provision would only mean a tremendous lot
of unnecessary running around to obtain
permits,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
builders’ congress, through a deputation,
agreed to this Bill with the exception of the
reference to the board, It has aceepted this
preposal, which is necessary beeause of the
shortage of material and the urgent need
to build houses,

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. .. 15
Noes .. .. - . 10

Majority for .. .. 5

AYES.
Hon. €. F. Baxter Han. H. L, Raoch.,
Hon, Sir Hal Colebatch Hon. H, Sedden
Hon. L, Craig Ilon. A, Thomson
Heon, J. A, Dimmitt Hon, H. Tuckey
Hon, F. E. Gihson Hon. F. R. Welsh
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon, G, B, Wood
Non. W. J. Mann Hon. A. I. Loton
Hon. H. 8. W. Parker (Tellar.)
Noes
Hon. C, R, Cornish Hon, E. M, Heenan
Hon. J, M. Drew Hon, W. H. Kitson
Hon. G, Fraser Hon., T. Moors
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon.,C. B. Williams
Hon,"W, R. Hall Hon. E. H. H, Hall
{Peller.)

Amendment thus passed.

IHon. II. SEDDON: I move an amend-
ment —

That in line 3 of pavagraph (d) of
Subelause (2) after the word fall’’ the
words ‘‘materinls used in’? be inserted.

That will make this clause apply to materials
only. and put the matter on a fair footing
for everyhody. Then the man who has to get
someonc to do the work will he able to get
£25 worth of material.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T oppose
the mmendment heeause of the shortuge of
labour. If earvied it would mean that the
man who.could not do his own renovations
would have to employ a painter or decorator.
Painters and decorators are urgently re-
quired for work on new houses, and that is
the reason for this restriction. I hope the
Committee will reject the amendment.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: Any ordinary
man can do whitewashing. Surely I ean buy
some whitewash and get an outhouse white-
washed without ineluding that in the £25,
and the same would apply to painting a
fenee., That does not require an expert

[COUNCIL.]

painter or decorator. Many people other
than those engaged in the decorating trade
are excellent decorators and are only too
anxious to do the work for themselves.

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Scddon wants to
exelude them and says this fizure should
apply to material only,

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: If 1 get £25
worth of material I do not want to take
decorators and painters away from the build-
ing trade, but there are many people avail-
able who would do the work on Saturdays
or Sundays, or in the cvening. My casual
gardener could probably do it.

Hon. A. THOMSON: 1 hope Mr. Seddon
will not insist on his amendment. Tt is no
use getting £25 worth of paint if one.is not
able to put it on the premises, and £25 will
not go far with labour at its present cost. Tt
is no use buying material if one eannot use
it. The majority of houses today have not
had a coat of paint for six or seven years.
To make an efficient job the old paint must
be burned off. The surface then has to be
primed and about three coats of paint ap-
plied. I think we shounld strike out the “25”
and insert “100.” )

Hon. L. Craig: This does not include
labour, but your figure does.

Hon. A. TIIOMSON: If I got £25 worth
of paint to have a house painted it would
cost me £100 to do the job and T would he
linble to a fine nnder this measure for having
oxpended more than £25.

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: It is suggested
that the words “materials used in” be in-
¢luded.

1lon. A. THOMSON: In paragraph (e)
we have passed an amendment to strike out
the word “one” and insert the word ‘‘two”
which means that the total cost must not
excecd £200. The Toanorary Minister has
been eaveful to say that it is the intention of
this I3ill that no-one that has a place to be
painted is to be permitted to get paint or
men to do the painting—

The Honorary Minister: T did not say that.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The Honorary
Minisler said the paint must be utilised for
workers’ homes.

The Honorary Minister: I snid we wanted
the painters, the labour.

Hon. A, THOMSON: If T purchase £25
worth of paint and am unable to do the work
mysclf, where am I to get the labour?
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Hon. H. Seddon: That is why I moved
my amendment.

Hon, A. THOMSON: I hope the Com-
mittee will not agree to the amendment.

1fon. G. FRASER: T hope the amendment
will nat be earried. My interpretation of the
clause is that it is to allow people to do
small jobs without getting a permit. 1If a
person is permitted to get £25 worth of
material it is certain that it is not for a
smazll job, but for a large one, for £25 worth
of paint would paint a palace.

Hon. I.. Craig: A man whe does his own
Job can get £25 worth.

Hon. G. FRABER : That is the man we
want to assist. If a larger job is urgent a
permit can be applied for. If we allow
people to purchase £25 worth of paint and
they ean not get labour, it will mean that
large quantitics of paint will be held with-
out being used at all.

Hon. . M. HEENAN: Tt appears to me
that £25 worth of paint would vepresent
a large quantity, much more than the
average person would require to renovate
his house. It will mean that a lot of people
will buy up that quantity and then will re-
quire labour in orvder that it may be uti-
lised. Although I do not favour Mr. Thom-
son's amendment it scems to me it would
do less harm than Mr. Seddon’s amend-
ment.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Surely Mr. Heenan
does not think that if we amend the 13ilt
to allow a maximuwn of £25 for paint,
everyone will rush in to buy that quan-
tity.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: As with rationing,
people will tend to boy the full guantity
allowed.

Hon. H. SEDDON: But no man will pay
£25 for paint to do work for whieh £5
worth of paint would be sufficient! The
Honorary Minister made o big song about
the labour position. He neced not worry
about that because within the next six
months we will have much more lahour
than we will know what to do with.

The Honorary Minister: Permits will he
available for urgent jobs.
Hon. H. SEDDON: And we know what

the department will do! It will be in the
same position as it is today with regard to
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applications for building permits, It will
be deluged with applications for permits,
and the reply to applieants will he that
the matter will proceed in the ordinary
way and will receive due attention, with
the result that after about six months a
decision will be arrived at. The object of
my amendment is to assist the man who
wants to do his own work. The Bill will
place a serious handicap on the wan who
has to get someone else to do the work for
him. There are houses that have not been
painted sinece the start of the war and the
owners of such properties should receive
consideration.

Hon. G. Frager: They will be able to get
a permit if the work is urgent.

Hon. H, SEDDON: Does the hon. mem-
ber guarantee that? Is he a member of the
hoard?

Hon. G. Fraser: The man could take 2
chance.

Hon. H. SEDDON : The other fellow does
not take a chance; he gets the paint!

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
agreee with Mr, Seddon’s argument. The
labour market fluctuates and there are
periods when painters will be available. If
labour is available and an application is
made te the board a permit will be granted.
If there is & shovtage of labour what is
available will be required for building
operations. ‘

Hon. L. CRAIG: Wa appear to he beat-
ing the air. The effect of Mr. Seddon’s
amendment will he alinost the same as that
of Mr. Thomson’s amendment. To my mind
the man who is prepared to huy some paint
and do the work himself should be encou:-
aged. In fact, I see little difference he-
tween the two amendments under diseus-
gion, hecause on one hand the £25 is for
paint only whereas the £100 covers nof
only the eost of the paint butl of labour as
well,

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. A, THOMSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That in live 5 of paragraph (d) of Sun-

clause (2) the word ¢‘twenty-five’’ he

struck out with a view to inserting other
words.

I stress the position regarding the country
areas. For instance, I want to paint my
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house. I cannot do it for £25, and there-
fare require labour. We know what hap-
pens. If T write to Perth and ask for a
permit, the board will communieate with its
inspector in my town. The inspeetor will
look over the job and submit his report to
the board in Perth. That has heen the pro-
cedure in tlie past. I am satisfied it would
cost me £100 te deal with my own house.

Hon. G. FRASER: I hope the amend-
ment will not be agreed to because it would
defeat the ohjeet of the Bill. Owing to the
shortage of lahour the position wmust be
saferuarded.

Hon. A. Thomson:
painters.

Hon. G. FRASER: I disegree with thal
contention. At present houses are being
built Tor from £800 to £900, so the provi-
sion for £100 for painting would be exees-
sive unless the house were very large. 1
have recently had my own home painted
and it cost me £30, My house is larger than
the average. I would be prepared to meet
Mr. Thomson’s views by regarding as rea-
sonable an amount of £60,

The HONORARY MINISTER: There is
no substanece in Mr. Thomson’s objection
regarding country residences becanse if a
genuine application were made to the board,
a permit would be granted without any
trouble. The provision in the Bill is put
there for a very definite purpose due to the
shortage of labour.

There are plenty of

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 15
Noes 8
Majority for T
AvES.
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. H. 8. W, Parker
Hon. 8ir Hal Colehatch Hon. H. Sedden
Hon. 0. R. Cornish Ilon. A. Thomaon
Hon. L. Craig Hon. H. Tuckey
Hop. J. A. Dimmits Hon. F. R. Welsh
Hon, F. E. Gibson, Hon. 4. B. Wood
Hon. E. H. H. Hall Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. V. Hamersley (Teller)
Noga,
Hon., J. M, Drew Hon, W. H, Klison
Hon, G. Fraser Hon. T. Moore
Hon, E. H, Gray Hon. C. B, Willlams
Hon, E. M. Heenan Hon, W. R. Holl
{Tallory

Amendment (fo strike out words) thus
passzed.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. G. FRASER: I intend to move that
in paragraph (d) the amount be made £60.

Hon. L. Craig: Make it £75!
Hon. G. FRASER: I think £60 i{s a

.reasonable sum. It is not a maximum; if

it is desired to go beyond that figure it is
necessary to apply for permission. We
should not undermine the Bill by making the
figure too hbigh, thus throwing the door
wide open, However, I will be generons and
make the figure £73. T move—

That the words *‘seventy-five’’ e insert-
ed in lieu of the words struck out,

Hon. A. THOMSON: I hope the Com-
mittee will not agree to that suggestion, but
will be consistent and fix the amount at
£100. With all due respect to Mr. Fraser,
T can elaim to have more expert knowledge
of building costs than he has. 1 have spent
a lifetime in the building trade and I speak
from personal knowledge of conditions in
country districts.

Hon. G. FRASER: I concede that Mr.
Thomson has been in the building trade for
very many years, hut I decline to take second
place to anyone as regards building costs.
I am elosely eonnected with building; my
family is in the business. To fix the amount
at £100 would, in my opinion, be ridiculous.
It ‘would undermine the whele Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: I will accept Mr.
Thomson’s suggestion as an amendment on
the amendment,

Hon. A. THOMSON; I move—

That the words ‘‘one hundred’' be in-
gserted in lien of the words struck out.

Amendment (to insert “one hundred")
put and passed.

On motions by Hon, A. Thomson, clause
further amended by striking out in lines
9 and 10 of paragraph (e) of Subclanse (2)
the words “twenty-five pounds” and insert-
ing in lieu “one hundred pounds”; and by
striking out in line 3 of subparagraph (1)
of paragraph (g) of Subelause (2) the
words “twenty-five pourds” and inserting
in lieu “‘one hundred pounds.”

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: I would like the
Honorary Minister to explain subparagraph
{il) of .paragraph (g) in relation to sub-
paragraph (i) of paragraph (g} of Sub-
clavse (2). Tloes it mean that one person
can spend £25 on one of his praperties and
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a greater sum on a number of his proper-
ties?

The Honorary Minister: It applies to
the whole of the person’s building opera-
tions.

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT: If that is the
explanation, I move—
That in lines 4 and § of subparagraph
(ii) of paragraph (g) of Subelause (2) the
words ‘‘one hundred pounds'’ be struck out
with a view to inserting ‘‘four hundred
pounds?’,
‘We should be consistent. The Government,
in its wisdom, has decided upon £25 in one
paragraph and four times that amount in
the suceeeding paragraph, We should pre-
serve the ratios stated by the Government.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member will destroy the Bill by his amend-
ment, which I bhope will not recsive =
moment's consideration.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayea 12
Noes 11
Majority for 1
AVES,
Hon, Sir Hal Colebatch, Hen. H. 8. W. Parker
Hon. L. Craig. Hon. H Seddan
Hon, J. A. Dimmitt Hon, A, Thomson
Hon, F. E, QGibson Han. H. Tuckey
Hon. V. Hamaersley Hon, F. R. Welgh
Hon, A. L. Loton Hoa. G. B. Wood
(Telter.)
Noea,
Hon, J. M. Drew Hen. W, H. Kitson.
Hon. G, Fraser Hon, G. W. Miles
Hon. E. H, Gray Hon. T. Moore
Hon, E. H, H. Hall Hen, C. B, Williams
Hon. W. R. Hall Hon, €. R. Carnish
. Hoo. E. M. Heenon (Teller.)

Amendment (to strike out words) thus
passed.

The CHAIRMAN: The question is that
the clause as further amended be amended
by inserting the words “four hundred
pounds” in lieu of the words struck out.

Amendment (to insert words) put and
passed.

Hon. L. CRAIG: That amendment was
not put! Mr. Dimmitt did not move it.

The CHATRMAN: That is how Mr. Dim-
mitt submitted the motion.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I do not think that is
the intention. He certainly mentioned those
words,

(90}
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! Members
should pay more attention to the Chair and
gossip less.

Hon, J. A, DIMMITT : You sat me down,
Mr. Chairman. I accepfed your ruling and
sat down. It was my intention to move that
the words “four hundred pounds” be inserted
in lieu of those struck out.

The *CHAIRMAN: Why mislead the
Chair? The hon. member moved a certain
amendment with a view to inserting other
words, namely, “four hundred pounds.”™

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 10 to 14—agreed to.

Clause 15—Compliance with econditions
and keeping of records:

Hon. A, THOMSON: I move an amend-
ment—
That in line 2 the word ‘‘architect’’ be
struck out.
The object I have is to prevent the keep-
ing of a multiplieity of hooks. The clause
leans that the architect, coentractor, en-
gineer, and anyone else who has anything
to do with a building must keep a separate
set of books.
Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Delcte the whole
clause,

Hon. A. THOMSON: No, it is necessary
that some records should be kept.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The ob-
jeet of this clause is to be able to police
the issue of permits and to ensure that
buildings are erected in accordance with
the permit conditions. It is necessary to
include the architect. 'Anyone who is
straightforward has no reason to fear this
provigion.  Without adequate policing
methods the whole structure of the measure
would eollapse.

Hon. A. THOMSON: In the country dis-
tricts building structures, carried out in
accordance with this Act, would have to be
approved by the loecal authority.

Hon. T. Moore: That is in the towns.

Hon. A, THOMSON: Yes. The safe-
guard in the Act is that the builder must
keep proper books. I hope that we will not
provide that four or five persons shall keep
books in regard to building operations.

Hon. L. CRAIG: If T thought there was
any advantage in knocking out these people
I would agree to the amendment, but I
eannot see that there is any objection to
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the clanse. All the architeet has to do is
to keep a record of the fees he receives for
the plans. A man who owns several huild-
ings might get a permit to spend £200 on
themn. The board might receive word that
he had spent £300 or £400 on repair work,
and it should have the right to cheeck up
on him, and it eould only do that by going
to the architect, the builder and everyone
else concerned. The only part tha¢ really
matters is that these people shall not
destroy their records.

Hon. V. Hamersley; They will have to
put on an extra clerk or two.

Hon. L. CRAIG: If we are going to make
a decent Act of this measure we must
make it possible for its provisions to be
policed.

Hon. A. Thomson: I am net objecting to
the clause, but I want to confine this to
the ones who do the actual work.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The cost of the work is
not only the builder’s charges, but the
whole lot combined.

The HONORARY MINISTER: This has
been in operation under the National
Security Regulations and there has been
no objection to it.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: How can you ob-
jeet to it under the National Security
Regulations?

The HONORARY MINISTER: There
would be complaints if there was anything
unjust about it. An investigation has been

made only when there has heen a flagrant
breach.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: As the Committee
has increased some of the amounts we
should allow this to go through so that the
authorities may have plenty of oppor-
tunity to police the Act.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 16 to 22—agreed to.

Hon, H. 8. W, PARKER: I cannot hear
you, Mr. Cornell.

The CHAIRMAN: Clause 22 has just
been agreed to,

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: I was wuiting
to hear you call Clause 20.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member will
bhave to recommit the Bil] to dea} with that
clanse,

[COUNCIL.]

Clauses 23 to 26—agreed to.
Clause 27—Power of entry and search:

Hon. A. THOMSON: I hope the Com-
mittee witl agrec to the deletion of this
clause.

The HONORARY MINISTER: This
clause is included simply to stop black
marketing and to deal with people who are
deliberately evading the Aect and exceeding
the permits. It is absolutely necessary for
it to be included. It will not affect any
decent contractor.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: The Criminal
Code allows for the issue of search war-
rants to search premises. This goes be-
yond the Criminal Code which protects the
sanctity of a man’s home and person. Is
this board to be allowed to search here,
there and everywhere? This is going too
far. We should try to start peace and not
war.

The HONORARY MINISTER: In a time
like the present, we want the strongest pos-
sible measure to deal with people who de-
liberately flont the law and who attempt by
black marketing or working under the lap, .
to prevent men and women from getting
homes.

Hon. E. M HEENAN: This is a broad
power, but although the war hag ended, the
next 12 montbs will be & most diffienlt
period. It is most important to invest the
board with complete power tu police the
measure. The granting of this power will
not harm or hinder any honest dealer, We
are out to protect the interests of honest
men. Without such power, the board would
be greatly hampered in its dealings with
those people who are always ready to take
an unfair advantage,

Clause put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. .. o .. 15
Noes .. .. . e 9
Majority for 8
AYRs. 1
Hon, 0. R. Cornish Hon. E. M. Heenan
Hon. L. OCraig Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon. J. A, Dimmits Hon, G. W. Miles
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. T. Moore
Hon. G, Frager Hon. F, R, Welsh '
Hen., E. H. Gray Hon. €. B, Wiliame
Hon., E. . H. Halt Hon. F, E. Gibson
Hon, W. R. Hall (Teller.)
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NoEs,
Hon. C. F. Baxter. Hon, H. L. Roche
Hon. 8ir Hal Colebatch Hon. H. Beddon
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. A. Thomson
Hon, A, L. Loton Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon. H. 8. W, Parker (Teller,)

Clause thus passed.
Clauses 28 to 38—agreed to.
Progress reported.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Land Act Amendment.

2, Municipal Corporationg
ment.

Received from the Assembly.

Act Amend-

BILL—MORTGAGEES’ RIGHTS RE-
STRICTION ACT CONTINUANCE,

Second Beading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon: W, H.
Kitson—West) [9.41] in moving the second
reading said: This is another continuance
Bill, with the provisions of which members
will be closely aequanted. It proposes that
the Aect, which would expive on the 3lst
December, 1945, shall remain in force until
the 30th Novemher, 1946. After that date
the Government considers that the Act can
be allowed to lapse. The Aet first received
the approval of Parliament in 1931 and has
been continued year by year. It wag de-
signed to protect mortgagors against mort-
gagees’ foreclosing without first obtaining
the leave of the Supreme Court, and applied
to all mortgages which were current at the
commengement of the Aef, viz. the 19th Aug-
ust, 1931, and fo mortgages subsequently
given in lieu of those in foree at that time.
The court, in determining an application,
would give approval to proceed only in cir-
cumstances in which no hardship to a mort-
gagor would ensue,

The number of applications to the court
has been steadily decreasing. There were 106
applications in 1939, 29 in 1943, and only
24 in 1944, In order to avoid hardship to
small mortgagees who could not afford the
2osts involved in approaching the court,
Parliament last year approved of an amend-
ment to the Act by which mortgagees, with
incomes not exceeding £5 per week and with
a total estafe of not more than £2,500, were
permitted to lodge their applieations with
the Commissioner of Titles instead of with
the eourt, provided that in each case the
~mortgage was not im  excess of
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£1,000. This method was designed to
simplify the procedure connected
with an application and to reduce the costs.
However, up until the present time, no
mortgagee has taken advantage of this con-
cession,

The time is now opportune to consider
terminating the Aect, but it is thought that,
if this  should be permitted to oceur at the
end of this ycar, insufficient time would be
given for mortgagors to transfer mortgages
in eases where the mortgagee will not volun-
tavily write down the interest rate. It is
expected that one result of the end of the
war will be that money will be freely avail-
able for investment and that a mortgagor
will have little diffioulty in obtaining accom-
modation from-. banks and other financial
sources should the present mortgagee desire
to terminate the agreement. The Govern-
ment considered that ample latitude would
be given if the Act were continued until the
30th September, 1948, but in deference to
wishes expressed in another place, which
were similar o those advanced on the
Financial Emergency Act Amendment Bill,
it agreed to exiend this period until the 30th
November, 1946,

That covers the provisions of the Bill. |
teel sure the House will agree to the con-
tinnance of the measure for this further
limited period and I hope that when the
30th November comes around, the position
wili be sueh that no persorn will desire to
have the protection of the Act. I move—

That the Bill he now read n second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a sceond time.

In Committee,

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Seeretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Continuance of Aet.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That in line 2 of Subelause (1} the
words ‘‘thirty-first day of December’’ be
struck out and the words “thirtieth day
of November’’ inserted in lieu.

The amendment is neccssary, otherwise the
Bill will conlain contradictory provisions.
T understand this is the same form in which
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this particular Bill was previously intro-
duced in this Chamber. Apparently in the
printing of the Bill on ihis oceasion, the
previous procedure was followed,

The CIHHAIRMAXN: I do not think so.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment,

BILL—WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLE-
MENT AGREEMENT (LAND ACT
APPLICATION).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

The PRESIDENT: A slight misunder-
standing occurred <yesterday owing to the
two Bills dealing with war service land set-
tlement having somewhat similar titles.
Members made speeches on the second read-
ing of this Bill that would have been more
properly applied to the other Bill, but as
both Bills deal with mueh the same ques-
tion, the matter is of little consequence. It
has not affected the procedure of the House
and, as the Chief Secretary intimated yes-
terday, the officers were in no way at fault,
The debate, therefore, may coniinue to be
general on the Bill now hefore the House
on the same lines as those on which it was
cg_rried on yesterday.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [9.50]:
When I secured the adjournment, I was
under the impression that I was obtaining
the adjournment of the other Bill; so we
were all fairly well mixed up. There is
little in the Bill now hefore the House that
one nced comment on, It is mostly a
machinery measure to provide means where-
by certain portions of the Land Act ean
be utilised to cover the war service land set-
tlement scheme. For that reason we have no
serious objections. In the main it extends
the system of land tenure to leasehold. I
am not as a rule very favourable to the idea
of leasehold; but when it comes to a period
of 999 years—which covers about 15 genera-
tions—I do not know that it matters very
much,

I am glad to see in the agreement pro-
vision to ihe effeet that the question of ten-
ure may be reviewed in a period of five

[COUNCIL.]

years and it may be possible then for set-
tlers to have their property brought under
fee simple, That [ think practieally dis-
poses of that objection. If the person who
desires to go on the land honestly wishes to
do so0 and has any desire to make good ; then,
if he cannot do so under the terms of this
agreement, he must be absolutely hopeless.
The eonditions of this land settlement scheme
are such as to justify the most sanguine ex-
peetations. Tt gives the person who is pre-
pared to work, who desires to succeed, and
who does not go on the land to stay there
until the novelty wears off and then to find

fault with everyihing, the chanee of a life-
time,

Having had experience of land settlement
and settlers, I am very sanguine that this
scheme will prove a great snecess. I am glad
that the methods of selection are going to
be fairly striet. That was one of the great
troubles we had in connection with group
settlement. Under that scheme we had al-
most every known type of person that could
possibly be got together. I remember a
master of languages from Harrow who did
not know the difference hetween n mattock
and an axe and who had not the vaguest
idea how to grub a tree that was only ahout
a foot through. We had all types of British
people, who hnd no earthly chance of sue-
ceeding, brought into that scheme, I think

that under this proposal tragedies like
those eannot take place.

There is one matter on which T would like
a little enlightenment and that is in regard
to eligible persons. The definition is very
clear, but T would like to know what is the
position of a person who has been employed
in munitions and other defence works and
who was manpowered to stay at home to
engage in those essential services. There are
quite a number of suech men who have been
discharged, One aceosted me a few days ago
and talked about land settlement. He did
not refer to this particular scheme, but he
wanted to know what chanee he had to secure
an abandoned or vacant group holding. I
explained the pesition ; but since then, I have
been wondering whether this scheme would
mzke provision for that type of man. I hope
it will, provided that those men can satis-
factorily establish the faet that they were
genunine war workers and had given useful
service in the cause of national security. I
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think they are entitled to some consideration.
I support the seheme wholeheartedly and I
am sure it will prove a great sueccess,

HON. H. L. ROCHE (Souath-East) [9.56]
I support the Bill. I cannot say that I do
it with any great enthusiasm; but, as 1
think Mr. Cornell said, the delay in intro-
ducing this legislation and the time that
has elapsed since men were first discharged
and made application for settlement as re-
turned soldiers bas been sueh that we cannot
afford to delay the passage of enabling legis-
lation any longer. I do not like the lease-
hold provisions contained in this measure
athough the 999 years lease must be getting
fairly close to frechold. Perhaps as a resuit
of prejudice, T have the belief that the
leascholder is not the home-maker to the de-
gree that the man is who either owns or seeks
to own his property. Under this pro-
vision, before a man on a property can dis-
pose of it, he has to have the consent of
both the Commonwesalth and the State
guthorities.

While T ean understand a provision of
that kind obtaining in the first fow years,
once a man has established himself I think
he should be able to realise on his property
if eircumstancesaresuchas fo enable him to
do so and his desires are such that be wishes
to get ont. A man who is making a suceess
under this scheme may see an opportunity
to realise on his property and, with the
capital available, undertake farming or pas-
toral activities in a bigger way. But I doubt
very much whether the Commonwealth
would in those circumstances allow a man to
capitalise on his own initiative and enter-
prise, even if the State authorities would.
Leasehold may be cheaper for the soldier if
the rental is fixed at a very low return on
the capital value of the property. I sub-
mit, however, that the same objectivecan be
achieved by selling freehold at the same rate
of interest as that at which the leasehold is
estimated. Presumably that will be the basis
for fixing the rent; and becaunse it is Com-
monwealth Government policy, T believe, not
fo have people as owners of free-
hold, and because possibly some people do
not wish to develop the so-called eapitalistic
instinet amongst settlers, we cannot have
anything but a leasehold proposal finaneced
by the Commonweaith Government.
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Although the Commonwealth is finding
most of the money involved, partieularly a:
to lozses, I think this agreement leaves witl
the Commonwealth too much anthority over
terms and conditions, T am doubtful as L
the measure of control of farming opera
tions and finance that may be implied in th
legislation as it stands. I was never en
thusiastic about the report of the Rural Re
construction Commission on soldier settle
ment and the suggestions made for the con
trol of the farmer and his operations and
finance—one might almost say of his living
and his family—in that report. I have al
ways believed that, given reasonable eapital
isation, the man that can farm should b
allowed to do so. Until our development i
carried further than it is today and we knov
the limitations of our country and it
climate, we will never regiment a race o
farmers and have them farm to the dietate
of governmental authority. To the indivi
dual must be reserved as much initiativ
and enterprise as it is possible to give, whil
protecting the assets invested in that pro
perty. No-one has yet suggested—nor do
expect they will—that any man should b
allowed to participate in this soldier settle
ment scheme unless he can prove that h
knows how to farm. I trust that the eontro
of such a man and of his financial opera
tions will be as liberal as possible.

Apart from over-capitalisation I thin]
there was no greater single facto
causing ‘the abandonment of propertics an
the feeling of frustration among soldiers o
the 1914-18 war, who went on the land, tha:
the interference and eonirol sought to b
exercised by people who Enew little abou
farming. Many of those men were over
capitalised, but as a body they were not a
inefficient or thriftless as some people woul
have us believe. While such weaknesses di
develop in many cases, if those prone i
level eriticism knew a bit more about th
subject they would realise that the method
adopted by those in authority were, in man;
eases, 4 major contributing cause. Fror
much of the discussion that has taken plac
and from published statements as to the pro
posals for soldier settlement on this ocen
sion, there appears 1o be .a desperate fea
that soldier settlement may result in a los
to the Commonweath and possibly, in a les
ser degree, to the States, |
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While there is, particularly in the Com-
monwealth political sphere, a great deal of
publicity and talk on the {iberal treatment
to be extended to soldier settlers this time,
it is something of a paradox. On one hand
there is talk of liberality, and on the other
hand a fear that soldier settlement may re-
sult in a loss to the Commonwealth. I do
not know whether that is one of the rea-
sons behind the-idea of leasehold which, if
it hecomes permanenl in the scheme, can
only result in there being bits of Can-
berra scattered all round Western Aus-
tralia. Tn effect such properties will be-
come Commonwealth capital territory, es-
tablished here and there throughout the
agricultural areas of this State, which does
not appeal to me. One proposal in the
legislation compares more than favourably
with what took plaee on the last oceasion,
especially when the going became hard, I
refer to the proposal on this occasion that
{he settler shall be placed on the land
under conditions that will enable him to
earn a reasonable labour income.

We may have advanced in the last five
to 25 years from the time when £75, and
then £84, per year was considered suffici-
ent for a2 man to keep a wife and family,
if he was a farmer. That is one part of
this measure that I weleome. In time we
may have an even more enlightened ap-
proach fo such questions affecting rural
industry. As far as I can gather, it is
proposed that settlers shall under no cir-
cumstances be placed on properties under
condiltons that will result in their being
over-capitalised. As to properties taken
over from the Rural and Industries Bank,
when the necessary further development
has heen made and the production value of
the property assessed, it is proposed that
any excess cost should be written off in
order that the seitler shall not he over-
loaded from the start. I think everyone
will endorse that, but I have some doubts
as to the extent to which it is proposed
that the same principle should be applied
to properties purchased privately. I will
mention a case recently related to me of
a well-improved property offered for sol-
dier settlement at £4 per acre. I do not
know the property intimately, but I think
that would be about its value. The pur-
chasing authority offered 30s. or 35s. per
acre. We have now given that purchasing

[COUNCIL.] '

authority compulsory power to resume land
for settlement.

Hon. L. Craig: That was for industrial
purposes.

" Hon. H. L. ROCHE: Mr. Craig has for-
gotten the Closer Settlement Bill that we
passed. With those compulsory powers the
Government is in a position to resume, but
in eircumstances such as this it would ap-
pear that soy loss to be occasiomed will
be borne by the man who has spent 20 or
30 years developing that portion of West-
ern Australia. I hope the circumstances
related to me are not correct, because I
would not like such a policy to be adopted
by those in control of soldier settlement
as the result of this Parliament giving ex-
tensive powers for the resumption of pro-
perty for soldier and other settlement. If
there is a commonsense approach by the
Commonwealth authority—which is some-
thing I think we can hope for—and with
sound administration by the State aumtho-
rity, the scheme—although I am not en-
thusiastic about some features of it—may
well prove more successful and profitable
to those who enter info it than did the
land settlement scheme after the last war.
I am not pessimistie, in a general sense, as
to the future of rural industries in West-
ern Australia, but I would remind mem-
bers that the last soldier settlement scheme
was hailed as a wonderful innovation
which would restore and establish those
men on the land. I trust that when its
value is assessed in 10 or 15 years time we
will have better reason for satisfaction
with this scheme than we had with the last
one.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West)
[10.30]: The worst complaint about this
legislation is that it is long overdue. I do
not hlame the State Government for that,
becaunse I have had something to do with re-
turned soldiers trying to aecquire land, and
I know that it has been the Commonwealth
authorities who have held this legislation
back. However, we have it now, and the
sooner it is put into operation the better.
I intend to support the second reading, but
will make one or two observations. Land
settlement sehemes usually look better on
paper than when put into practice. In this
case great care has been taken by the Gov-
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ernment and the officers who prepared the
scheme, and it is the hest we have bad.

The last group settlemeni scheme was
badly planned and a lot of unsuitable set-
tlers were put on the land, while much of
the administration was not all that eould be
desired. Generally speaking, the settlers were
blamed for their failures but in many in-
stances their failure was attributable to other
causes, including the type of blocks on
which they were settled. I do not care for the
clause in the Bill relating to leaschold
tenures. However, as provision has been
made for a review of that phase in a few
years, it may be disregarded for the time
being. Personally, I would not be prepared
to go into the bush on a leasehold block
and I believe there will be many returned
soldiers imbued with the same idea. They
will not be prepared to go out and make
sacrifices and put up with all sorts of incon-
veniences on a leasehold property with which
they know they cannot do as they like. I
trust that in due course the position will
be remedied and that this provision will be
altered.

If settlers are not able to prove successful
under the scheme outlined in the Bill, I do
not know what further econsideration they
could be given. In my opinion, the pro-
posal to write-off part of the capital
cost at the start i35 most com-
mendable because it means the set-
tler will have a chanee to succeed from the
beginning. His worries will not start from
the day he commences operations. If we
conld anly manage to maintain present prices
for primary products, many of the settlers
wonld undoubtedly make good. As a matter
of fact hundreds of small farmers have
made quite a lot of money during the last
few years, but, unfortunately, we do not
know what lies ahead. Already we have
been warned that we must expect a cut in the
subsidy on butter. I do not like the tendency
to depend upon subsidies and 1 have often
wondered why the Commonwealth Govern-
ment has not made some definite move to
secure more permanent markets.

During the group settlement period, when
many of the neweomers were struggling, the
price of butter-fat was down to 8d. a pound,
while ai the same time people in France and
Belgium were paying 2s. 6d. and 3s. a pound
for butter. That was all wrong. If we conld
get an assured outlet for our primary pro-
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ducts, Western Australia would quickly ex
pand and the possibilities for advaneemen
would be almost unlimited. The area nov
under production is small compared witl
that yet available for development. We ar
tinkering with the position in a small wa;
where a2 much bolder policy should be pur
sued, I recognise that that is net a matte
for the State Government but rather for th
Commonwesalth to handle. I thought tha
after the war one of the first things th
nation would deal with would be the pro
motion of international trade in order t
improve the situation. As it is, I eannot se
much outlook for Western Australia unles
we do something along those lines. Ther
should be unlimited markets in differen
parts of the world for our wool, meat, but
fer and other commodities, and that is on
of the matters to which the Commonwealt
Government should devote immediate atten
tion, more particularly in these days whe
we have to depend upon primary produc
fion for our export trade. I trust that th
settlers will have an opportunity to beeom
well established before the time arrives whe
wheat may be 2s. a bushel and butter dow
to 1s. a pound. The soldier settlers will b
deserving of every consideration and an oy
portunity to earry on without hamperin
conditions.

It will be impossible to carry on unde
conditions similar to those obtaining on th
group settlements yesrs ago. At that stag
the men were driven off the land beeaus
the Government could not finance them am
further, and the producers could not live o
the prices obtainable for their produet:
Everyone will agree that the provision o
markets is most important, and I trus
something will be done in that regard. Th
Bill provides for the purchase of privat
land, to whiech Mr. Roche made some refes
ence. I trust that prior to anything bein
done in that regard, steps will be take
thoroughly fo investigate properties ande
offer to the Government before compulsor
aequicifion will be resorted to. I know o
a number of places that have been or wi
be offered to the department, and many o
them will include very fine farms, the own
ers of which desire to leave the land an
are willing to aceept reasonable priee:
Many of the holdings are worked now onl
in a half-hearted way and if subdivided wil
be eapable of much greater production.
support the second reading of the Bill.
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HON. T. MOORE (Central) [10.22]: 1
have been rather surprised at the fault-
finding on the part of several members with
some phases of the Bill. Particularly does
that apply to the leasehold provisions. 1
was surprised at Mr. Craig’s references, be-
cause he knows the country so well, Yet
he said that if & man went on to a lease-
hold farm he was not likely to endeavour
to make himself comfortable and would not
go to the extent of planting trees, as he
did. T remember what happened regarding
the pioneers in the Murchison. They went
on to leasehold properties with a tenure of
only 40 or 50 years, and yst on some of
the properties there are as fine homesteads
as one could possibly wish to see

Hon, L. Craig: And many of them ahan-
doned.

Hon, T. MOORE: I am not speaking of
that phase, but from the standpoint of the
desire to build homes on leasehold blocks.
The Murchison pioneers put up with all the
hardships possible and without any outside
assistance. What they accomplished was re-
markable. Mr. Craig says that many of
them have walked off their properties, but
that was no fault of theirs,

The Chief Secretary: Only about five out
of 500 have done so.

Hon. T. MOORE: I am familiar with the
couniry throughout the greater part of the
Murchison, and I know the experiences of
the settlers there. There was the unprece-
dented drought and, before that, there was
the depressing time in the early thirties when
wool prices were so low that the position
of most pastoralists retrogressed. With those
twin evils there could be only one possible
result. However, I have no doubt that pros-
perous days will return to the Murchison in
due course, for that part of the State is by
no means finished. Some pastoralists have
had to walk off their properties, but that
was because of over-capitalisation.

Under the banking system as we know it,
many of them were allowed to borrow money
freely at high interest rates, with the resulf
that when the depression came and the men
were asked to reduce their overdrafts, they
had to walk off the properties. In my
opinion, the financial institntions did apy-
thing but the right thing at that stage. I
know many returned soldiers in the areas
with which I am best acquainted, and they
have asked for leasehold conditions. T would

{COUNCIL.]

instance the Yandanooka estate. Many set-
tlers there say that if they had had the
benefit of conditions such as those now pro-
posed, they would not have got into difficul-
ties. As it was, with their freehold pro-
perties they were confronted with an in-
terest bill from the very first day. In effect,
they were over-capitalised before they could
get a start. Under the new scheme, settlers
have a much better chance. Another point
is that in connpection with the previous land
settlement scheme the prevailing idea seemed
to be that those who went on the land would
get rich quickly; in faet, there was a pre-
valent saying, “Go on the land, young man.”

Hon. H. L. Roche: And they never had
any money with which to get oft!

Hon. T. MOORE: That was a bad prio-
ciple with which to start. That ides per-
meated the land settlement policy and many
men went out under the impression that in
a very short time they would be able to
return to Mt. Lawley and settle down in
comfort. There was no idea of settling in
the country permanently, making homes
there and rearing families.

Hon. C. B. Willinms: Why should they
want to settle at Mt. Lawley?

Hon. T. MOORE: That was mentionad
as a toney suburb. Perhaps I should have
referred to Nedlands.

Hon, J. Cornell: Mt. Lawley is
known as “New Jerusalem”!

Hon. T. MOORE: Apart from {hat, we
know that a cerlain amount of money was
made available for the purchase of agri-
cultural machinery. In the past, some
wonderful salesmen toured the country
areas and foisted all sorts of tractors and
other plant on the unfortunate settlers.
They talked the settlers into buying them.

Hon. J. Gorpell: If they came round,
they would talk you into it again.

Hon. T. MOORE: I feel certain that un-
less some action is faken to prevent that
sort of thing happening, we shall see a
recurrence of that tronble, We should let
the new settlers know what happened in
the past so as to safeguard their interests
this time, We should encourage them to
go on the land with the idea of earning a
living there and rearing families. I am glad
that we bhave bigger families in the country
areas than are appareni in the eity. T
trust that the conditions will be sneh as to
enable settlers undér the new scheme to

now
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earry on under satisfactory conditions.
There is another important thing we should
do. Why should not the Commonwealth and
the State go further and pool the purchase
of machinery? We know what machinery
will be required.

Hon. J, Corneli:
consideration.

Hon. T. MOORE: If not, it should be.
We do not want to worry about machinery
agents; they will look after themselves and
no doubt will be able to talk us into buying
many things besides what the State might
provide. 1 hope the Commonwealth and
the State will take into eonsideration tbe
possibility of purchasing quantities of
machinery that will be required. I under-
stand that the State has gone to the extent
of purchasing cattle for dairy farms. Why
not go further? Do not forget that
machinery is one of the most importunt
items on farms. I speak of what I know,
wheat and sheep farms. Do not let us get
these properties over-capitalised or we will
make a blunder, That is one point which
I desire to be looked after. Another mat-
ter needs consideration. After the 1914-18
war many soldiers, who had been the best
of mates for years, who went through the
war together and were jnseparable during
that period, and who never thought they
could ever guarrel, were put on to the land
in partnership. I hope that course will be
avoided on this occasion. Without doubt,
such parénerships were the eause of many
iroubles on the last ocecasion. It is really
surprising how few of those whom I knew
—I could count them on my fingers—
remained partners after the first five years,

That malter is unden

Hon, L. Craig: Do you know one partner-
ship where both partners were working on
on the farm?

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes. There were two
of us and we got on well, but the number
wag small, T admit. I hope that mistake
will not be repeated, as it is diffieult to
get two men to agree on a farm,

Hon. L. Craig: If they are married.

Hon. T. MOORE: If they go on the land,
unmarried, T think it is wrong. The land
is no place for a single man. It may be for
the first few years; but farm life is hard
and degrading for a bachelor.

Hon. J. Cornell: He.could get a house-
keeper.
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Hon. T. MOORE: I hope his housekeepe
will be his mate for life; that is my ide
of a housekeeper As regards fluetnatio
in prices, for the next few years we ar
likely to have & similar set of circumstance
to those that existed after the 1914-18 wa
For the next few years prices of whea
meat, buiter and other dairy produce ar
likely to be good. These commodities wil
be required in huge quantities to feed stars
ing Burope. From information which I re
ceived ten days agoe from our ex-Minister fo
Lands, now the Agent-General, T learn tha
hundreds of thousands are likely to die ¢
starvation in Europe. As our Agent-Ger
eral is nearly always correct in what h
says, that is a shocking outlook, Beecans
of the fact that we are likely to have a goo
market, for the next few years, we shoul
not be led into thinking that the marke
will always be good. I know of men on th
land who are putting in as mueh wheat 3
they can because of the good prites whie
they know they will receive for the next fe:
years, but after that time there will probs
bly be a fall in price.

Hon, J. Cornell: Most of the money wi
go to the Taxation Departinent.

Hon. T, MOORE: At all events, that i
what those men are doing. So to epeal
they are making hay while the sun shine:
We should impress upon our intending sel
tlers that the priceg likely to prevail duorin
the ensuing few years will be likely to fall
and on that account we should teach ther
to husband their resources, The man wh
has his heart in the land and is determine
to do his best i3 almost certain to be succes:
ful. Unfortunately many people settled o
the land thinking that it would be a wor
derful life, They were inexperienced an
consequently did not know much ahont th
business, Two things are essential in orde
to become a suecessful farmer; first, he mus
have g sufficient area of first-class land anc
secondly, he must have adaptebility. H
must stick to the farm if be takes it on. H
will encounter many sethacks, It does nc
matter whether be is from the ity o
whether he hag been reared in the countr
he must have the idea that he owns the lanc

Hon, L. Craig: But it will be leasehold.

Hon. T, MOORE: If 999 years is nc
ownership, I do not know what is, The
matter will not worry him. As I say, 1
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will bave many esetbacks; he will have to
contend with noxious weeds and pests, If
he sets out with the idea of earning some-
thing better than the basic wage, he will do
all right, On the other hand, if he has the
idea that he will get & lot of men to work
for him and have a farm built up for him,
he is hound to fail. I am pleased with the Bill,
I am not one of those who indulge in carp-
ing eriticism and say that nothing has been
done in the past and that the measure is
overdue. What really happened—and it is
something we ought to be grateful for—is
that the war collapsed much quicker than
any of us thonght it would. Is not that 2
good thing¥ Then why this criticism that
we are not ready? I blame no-one for the
fact that the scheme is not in operation
today.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [10.40]:
I do not wish to take up much time of the
House, but I desire to say a few words upon
this measure, which is a further attempt to
gettle people on the land. We have in
the past had many land schemes and many
persons have been setiled in the country.
Now it is proposed to place our returning
goldiers on the land and grant them a 999
years' lease, as an experiment. That brings
fo my mind a remark of Emerson's with re-
gard to iand. He said—

You eon take a person, put him into a
garden and tell him that he is only to have
the lensehold of it, and it will soon become
a bed of weeds. On the other hand, put
him on a barren rock, tell him that it is his
own for all time and for those who come
after him, and he will turn that barren rock
into a garden of Eden.

That.is my view of the way in which we
ought to face land settlement in this State.
I have seen many tenants working land of
which they were tenants and they did not
secem to meke a success of it. On the other
hand, they were also developing some land
nearby, or a few miles away, which they
themselves owned, and they made a great
suecess of it. People will make a suceess of
land as long as they know it is their own
and that others can follow in their footsteps.

I am glad to note that our intending set-
tHers under this scheme will have the oppor-
tunity leter on to eonvert their leaseholds into
Preehold. We have had similar experiences
f land seftlement in Western Australia under
easehold condifions, but T never heard any

[COUNCIL.]

person speak favourably of them, Then
there is the question of the partnership to
which Mr. Moore referred—the partnership
between the Commonwealth Government and
the State Government. I am reminded of
the old trouble that arose in the early days
on the Goldfields in consequence of dua) titles
to land. A man owned a lease and another
man had alluvial rights over portion of it.
I dare say there will be summary action over
this question of dual control by the Com-
monwealth and the State, and that in the
end the State will have to foot the bill. I
am tipping the State will be the principal
sufferer,

Hon, H. Tuckey: Let us bhope there will
be no footing the bill,

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : It will be inter-
esting to note how the partnership will pro-
ceed. I wish it every suecess. It would
be wonderful if we could get a succession of
good seasons. Anyone can do well if he
can got good seasons and good prices. That
has been the history of Australia, from New
South Wales to the Kimberleys, since the
inception. We have frequently seen men
who have been successful for a number of
years suddenly smash into droughts. Rolf
Boldrewood drew attention to that, and I
advise all settlers going on the land to get
bis writings and study them carefnlly be-
cause he has directed attention to the pit-
falls ang troubles that face such people. He
has mentioned men who owned stations that
bave eventually fallen into the hands of the
canny Scotch managers. If we look to the
past we will get good guidance in trying
to make n success for future settlers on the
land. I support the Bill,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West—in reply) [10.46]: May I
refer to the closing remarks of Mr. Hamers-
ley who said if we look to the past we may
beneflt in the future, or words to that effect.
I thought I had made it clear when intro-
ducing the Bill that, arising out of the faet
that our past experiences had been closely
cxamined, we were hopeful, on this oceasion,
of avoiding many, if not all, of the pitfalls
that have been referred to by so many mem-
bers during the debate. That is one of the
reasons why we have the leasehold provision
in the agreement, The Bill is introduced
to provide, under our Land Act, for lease-
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hold tenure, not limited leases of a few
years’ duration, but leases of 999 years,
which I understand are considered, in this
State, to represent leases in perpetuity.

One advantage of this scheme is that it
will allow the soldier settler to oecupy his
holding and carry on for an indefinite period
with a very low liability, whereas if he
took up a holding under the freebold system
he would, as many members know, immedi-
ately be subject to a fairly beavy liability
which it might be impossible for him to meet
in the course of a few years. If we can
make sure that the soldier settler, under this
scheme, is able to get a fair start with a
very low liability and the knowledge that
his lease will not be re-appraised, and the
rental tobe charged in the first place is what
he will be charged all the time, and that
the rental is fo be based on the productivity
or the estimated productivity of his land,
then the soldier will have every chance. It
is pleasing to me to hear so many practical
farmers in this Chamber =ay that if a sol-
dier settier does not mzke a success under
this scheme he must he a hopeless case.

Hon. J. Cornell: The objection I have is
that the Vietorian soldier ean have freehold,
but the Western Australian soldier eannot.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: All right.
There is another important reason why it is
desirable that these holdings should, in the
first place, be on a leasehold basis. It will
have the effect of preventing trafticking in
the holdings. I suppose that most members
have a knowledge of what has happened in
the past in that regard. Then again I am
adviged by the Director of Land Settlement
that in Queensland today there is the spee-
tacle of men being anxzious to transfer from
& freehold to a leasehold system because they
can see 8o many advantages in it. But in
this agreement, although it does provide that
in every case 50 far as Western Australia
is concerned the soldier must accept lease-
hold conditions to begin with, we do provide
that within the course of a few years it will
be possible to have the position reviewed,
so that if the soldier desires to transfer from
leasehold to a freehold tenure it may be
possible to do so.

Hon. J. Cornell: You do not seriously
contend that.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: It may b
possible to do so.

Hon, J. Cornell: With a change of Gos
ernment it would,

Hon. H. L. Roche: This measure does nc
provide for it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In an
event, there is little if any disability in bole
ing land uuder a perpetual lease, mo
especially when we take inlo consideratio
the fact that the rental to be paid is ver
small and is based on a very low rate
interest which is not subjected to r
appraisement. Consequently if the settle
improves his holding, as we ean expect hi
to do, and the time comes when it is ecor
sidered desirable that he should transfer h
property, he will be in a position to elai
an equity. That is, perhaps, more than I
would be able to do under the freehold con
ditions as we knew them after the last wa

Hon, H. T.. Roche: Under what provisior
of the Bill will he be able to claim a
equity?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am tellin
the hon. member that if a settler desires |
transfer his holding he will be able to do:
with the approval of the authorities.

Hon. T. Moore: That was so in the ca
of C.P. land. The settler had a burden «
40 years round his neck then.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We are ho;
ing that these men will go on the land |
make a home for themselves and rema
ihere for years. But circumstances mig!
arise under which they should be allowe
to transfer. If at thai time they have mas
improvements to the property they wil] |
entitled to be given credit for those in
provements.

Hon, J. Cornell: The whole history
land settlement in Western Australia
that after 20 years not 10 per cent. of t}
original settlers are left.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In previo
land settlement schemes there have be
many failures, but under the scheme i
augurated by this legislation we hope
avoid many of those cases.

Hon, A, L. Loton: There are failures
other walks of life besides farming.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. Wh
I introduced the Bill I pointed out that
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was estimated thet not more than one-third
of the soldiers who participated in the
soldier settlement scheme affer the last war
are on the land today. That is a very small
percentage considering the number involved
in that scheme.

Hon. W. J. Mann: It is a big percentage
considering what they had to put up with
and the prices they got for their produets.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I thought I
made it clear that I was not hlaming the
individual at all, but the system which was
in operation at that time.

Hon. H. Tuckey: The other scheme could
hardly expect to succeed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am claim-
ing that this particular seheme will avoid
many of the difficulties that we previously
experienced. That being so, I feel that,
so far as Western Australia is concerned,
the great majority of the men who will be
selected under this scheme will have every
opportunity to make good, and if they do
not make good then perhaps we might have
to say that it was the fault of the individual
and not the scheme because, in the first place,
every precaution is being taken in the selec-
tion of the men, and in the second place,
every precaution is being taken in the selec-
tion of the land. After the land has been
selected the agreement provides that the
seftler shall have the holding on a basis
which will mean that his liability will be
very low, and hased on its produetive capa-
city. Therefore, providing things are nor-
mal, there is no reason why he should not
be successful. Those are conditions which
have not applied previously.

Quite a few questions have been raised
by members in the course of their remarks,
but I do not think I need deal with them
except to say that I have the utmost con-
fidence in the authorities who are dealing
with this matter. The question of valuations
was raised by Mr. Roche. As a mafter of
fact we have, at present, seven valuers deal-
ing with the question of private lands that
have been offered to the (Government. It
is hoped to inerease that number to ten, and
in -addition we have three other officers who
are called, I think, farm planners. They
are dealing with the reverted holdings, more
particularly in the South-West. These are
men who are experts in their own line, and
in the valuations that they make they are
1sked to give an independent opinion irres-
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pective of whether it favours the seller or
the buyer. I think that members can take
it for granted, in view of the fact that these
valuations are not affected by the 1942
values, which do affect the purchase of land
in the ordinary way, that the valuators will
fix a fair price for the properties that they
have to inspect and report upon. I do not
think that the soldier setiler will have any
cause to complain about the value placed
on his holding, and on the ofher hand I
feel sure that those who wish to dispose of
their Jand will also get a partieularly fair
deal.

Hon, J. Cornell: Some of what has been
offered has been cut down by balf.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do oot
think there is any necessity for me to reply
to the other points made by different
speakers, except perhaps to the  question
raised by Mr, Mann when he asked what
is meant by the eligible person mentioned in
paragraph (b) of Subelause (1) of Clause
2, which provides—

¢‘Eligible person’' means—

{b) A person included in a clasa of per-
gons (if any) which the Common-
wealth with the coneurrence of the
State determines ghall be deemed
eligible to participate in land
settlement under the scheme,

This has to be read in eonjunction with the
interpretation of war service which appears
ou page 3 of the Bill as follows:—

“War service’’ has the same meaning as in
paragraphs (a}, (b), (e}, {d), and (e) of
the definition of ‘‘war service’’ in Seection 4
of the Re-establishment and Employment Aect,
1945, of the Commonwealth.

The definition of war service would not in-
¢lude a munition worker. On the other hand
Clause (2) (b) of the agreement would make
it possible, by agreement bhetween the State
and Commonweslth Governments, to include
any class of person, and I believe that any
particular class suech as munition workers
could be included as persons who might be
eligible. Of this, however, there is no guar-
antee, hecause. it would requirc an agree-
ment hetween the Commonwealth and the
State Government.

Hon. W, J. Mann: Do vou know of any
reason why it has not been agreed to before
this? '

The .CHIEF SECRETARY: Exeept
that this is an agrcement for a soldier set-
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tlement scheme and the very basis of it is
war service rendered by the individual

Hon, J. Cornell: You may take it that if
anyone is entitled to benefit under the Repat-
riation Aect, he is eligible under this scheme.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That might
be another way of expressing it. The de-
finition of “war service,” as contained in the
Commonwenlith Re-establishment and Em-
ployment Aect, 1945, is the one that must be
read in conjunetion with this measure. I
am very pleased with the reception that has
been accorded to the Bill. I am sorry that
there should have been delay in regard to
its introduction, but T think I have made it
clear that the delay has been no fault of
ours. Perhaps we should be grateful, as
Mr. Moore said, that the war did collapse
when it did. Had it continued for g longer
peried, the arrangements for soldier settle-
ment might have been further advanced, but
in that event the arrangements would per-
haps have been further advanced only at
the expense of a large number of lives, and
to that extent we should be grateful. T hope
that the scheme will be put info operation
without very much delay, and that the pre-
cautions we are taking on this oceasion will
prevent a repetition of some of the tragedies
that oceurred in land settlement after the
first world war,

Question puat and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Commitice,
Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—WAR SERVICE LAND BETTLE-
MENT AGREEMENT.
In Commitiee.

Resumed from the previous day. Hon.
J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief Seere-
tary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—Short Title:

The CHAIRMAN : Progress was reported
on this elause.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 2, Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 11.6 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.3
pam, and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
WOOL AUCTIONS.
As to Buyers’ Support of Small Market.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for Agri
culture:

1, Has he noticed a resolution of the Wes
Australian Woolbuyers’ Assoeiation an
other similar associations in Awustralia, re
ported in “The West Australian™ newspape
of the 24th November, 1945, to the effect tha
the woolbuying trade wili not give its sug
port to small auction centres in Australre
and affirming that the centralisation of con
petition in large centres is in the best in
terests of Australia and its woolgrowers?

2, Does he agree that this statement ma
imply an effort to have Albany and/or Ge:
aldton dispensed with as centres for the di:
posal of wool?

3, Does he consider that snch action wou!
be in the interests of the woolgrowers o
Western Australia or of the State's econom
generally?

4, Have any representations been made t
the Commonwealth authorities to ensure ths
both Geraldton and Albany are retsined ¢
wool disposal eentres after the war?



